


— 









































== THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN 
>>> JOURNAL --- 


A Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the 
ttatement, defense and propagation of the si 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 











Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act off ! 





Volume VIII — Number 13 NOVEMBER 1, 1949 Yearly# Subscription $1.50 
\ 











ep Mss 


Meeting Of Board Of World Missions 


The Board of World Missions gives its morning session to conference with Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, U. S. 
Ambassador to China, who sits in the chairman’s place at the far end of the table. Reading from left to 
right: Mr. S. F. Bissett, Mrs. W. W. Draper, Mr. Alfred T. Adams, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Dr. C. Darby Ful- 

n, Dr. W. A. Alexander, Dr. H. E. Russell, Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Rev. Alfred Mathes, Dr. J. A. Jones, Dr. 
J. Leighton Stuart, Dr. W. L. —— Dr. R. T. Gillespie, Dr. D. J. Cumming, Mrs. Leighton M. Mc- 
Cutchen, Miss Claire Randall, Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Mr. T. H. Mitchell, Dr. Marion A. Boggs, Mrs. H. C. 
Hibbs, Mrs. W. A. Turner; and at the table, Miss Mattye Bond, Mr. R. B. Clinton, and Dr. T. K. Young. 
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‘EDITORIAL 


Editor’s Note: The editorials in this issue by Dr. 
Bell were written and handed in just an hour prior 
to his leaving by plane for a three weeks visit to 
Brazil, the Belgian Congo and Europe. —H. B. D. 


By Faith Alone 


One of the most wonderful truths of Christianity 
is that our salvation is by faith alone. It is so 
wonderful that man has stumbled over its simplicity 
in every generation. 


Salvation is not by faith plus good works. It is 
not by faith plus baptism. It is not by faith plus 
Church membership. 


Salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ alone and 
any teaching or doctrine which supplements this 
by something which man must do is contrary to 
the Word of God. 


Martin Luther and the Reformation did not pro- 
claim a new doctrine of justification by faith. 
What happened was that the teachings and 
authority of the decadent and warped Church of 
Rome were cast aside for the clear and unmistak- 
able teaching and authority of the Word of God 
itself. 


This doctrine of justification by faith alone be- 
came the theme of Protestant theology, along with 
other clear teachings, such as the sovereignty of 
God. 


But, there ever lurks in the heart of man a 
feeling that he can and must do something to 
merit his salvation. Each generation had to face 
this inclination and each generation needs again 
and again to reaffirm the Scriptural basis of our 
hope for eternity, justification by faith alone. 


This doctrine magnifies the hopeless condition 
of man and it magnifies the wondrous Person and 
work of the Son of God. It needs to be studied in 
all of its implications and it needs to be preached 
from the house tops. 


Some time ago we were talking with one of our 
gifted ministers who had been preaching in a 
section where Presbyterianism was misunderstood 
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and almost anathema. Here he found the teaching 
of justification by faith alone an unknown doctrine. 
As a result people were unhappy in their faith, 
restlessly trying to do something to merit eterna 
life and uncertain of their salvation. 


An acceptance of this doctrine brings peace to 
the human heart. It deflates the natural ego of 
man. It glorifies the Lord Who has saved us and 
glorifies the work which He has done for us. 


Little wonder that Paul could say, “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to» every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written. The just shal! 
live by faith.” 

And in his letter to the Ephesians he says, “For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” 


Justification by faith alone sets us free from the 
hopeless bondage of works and our love for Him, 
who has done this marvellous thing for us, must 
then constrain us to live for Him, not to merit 
salvation but to glorify and honor the One who has 
saved us. 


By faith ALONE!! — L.N. B. 





Wherein Lies The 
Power? 


The source of power of an engine is the fuel it 
consumes. This may be electricity, oil, coal o1 
atomic energy. 


An effective medicine derives its power from its 
content, usually a combination of substances. 


Paul in his second letter to Timothy speaks of a 
time when men shall have, ‘“‘a form of godliness, 
but deny the power thereof.” 


Wherein may be found the power of the gospel? 
What is it which is the ultimate source of its 
power? Many will say the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. But, it is the Holy Spirit which leads and 
enables one to receive the power of God unto 
salvation. 
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A candid study of the Scriptures leads one to 
the flat assertion that the power of godliness, the 
power which produces salvation is the blood of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, shed on the cross 
of Calvary. 


Beginning in Genesis 3:21 and running through 
to the Revelation is a constant stream of blood. 
The blood of the sacrifices looked forward to the 
atonement at Calvary. Since that time man has 
looked back to the One Who “loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood.” 


This is not a thought-form. It is a statement of 
truth which time and eternity cannot change. 
Explain it? Only to accept it as God’s means for 
the salvation of sinners. When we look back, with 
the light and wisdom of eternity and not before, 
then and only then can we explain it. 

But, when John said, “Behold the Lamb of God,” 
the sacrificial lamb with its shed blood was envi- 
sioned. 


When Jesus took the cup and said, “This is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins,” he was confirming 
this fact. 


From there on the apostles reiterate this source 
of the redeeming power of God. Space in this 
editorial forbids the quotation in detail of the au- 
thority for the doctrine of the blood atonement. 


“Through faith in His blood,’—‘‘Made peace 
through the blood of the cross,” — ‘“Redeemed- 
with the precious blood of Christ,” “His blood 
cleanseth from all unrighteousness,” — “He - 
washed us in His own blood,’ — “Made white in 
the blood of the Lamb,’ and many other verses 
are, we are constrained to affirm, no illusion or 
delusion on the part of their writers. 


So vitally important is this doctrine of the blood 
atonement that the writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is led to declare, “‘He that despised Moses’ 
law died without mercy under two or three witnes- 
ses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy (ordinary) thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace.” 


Can we explain how the blood of Christ is the 
power of the gospel? Explanation will come later. 
Acceptance of this glorious fact by faith is our 
privilege in this time. Flee from denying the powe1 
of the blood of Calvary as one would the plague. 
It is not for men to question but to humbly believe. 


Because it is not a popular doctrine and con- 
sidered poor hymnology, too few hymn _ books 
contain the old hymn, ‘Power in the Blood.” 


“Would you be free from your burden of sin? 
“There’s power in the blood. 

“Would you o’er evil a victory win? 
“There’s wonderful power in the blood.” 


“There is power, power, wonder-working power 
“In t 

“There is power, power, wonder-working power 
“In the precious blood of the Lamb.” 


e blood of the Lamb 








But, across the mission fields of the world, and in 
less sophisticated circles in our own land, this song 
still rings out. It expressed a fact and because of 
it expresses a fact it brings joy and hope to those 
who believe. 


“Without shedding of Blood is No Remission.” 
— L. N. B. 





Whither Are The 
Churches Going? 


A wise man once observed that is is not the 
speed of the vessel, but the position of the rudder 
that determines its destination. Trends are the 
important consideration in any matter. And this 
is particularly true in Christian worship and Church 
architecture. 


The following article in The Watchman Examiner 
shows how far many Protestant Churches have 
departed from the Reformation principles and 
where they will arrive if thy continue their course. 


The Scottish Covenants explicitly condemn the 
consecration of altars. Under Knox they were re- 
moved and have not been restored. 


Upon the representation of the Westminster As- 
sembly of Divines, the English Parliament passed 
the following ordinance. “That before the First of 
November all altars and tables of stone be utterly 
taken away and demolished; and all communion 
tables removed from the east end of every church, 
chapel or place of public worship, and be set in 
some other fit and covenient place or places of the 
body of the Church or chapel.’’ That the rails be 
removed and the raised parts of the church floors 
levelled, and that crucifixes, images and pictures 
be removed. —Wnm. C. R. 


Taken From The Watchman-Examiner 
April 17, 1947 
‘Teaching Baptists The Mass” 


‘ 


“On the subject of “Teaching Baptists the Mass” 
which was reported to have been done in a Chicago 
Baptist Church, I would like to state that from 
my observation I have come to believe that many 
Protestant churches are now “training” Protestant 
people for Roman Catholicism. It seems to me that 
this is being encouraged by the use of robes, altars, 
candles, crosses, liturgy, and the reading of prayers, 
all of which have become common in many Pro- 
testant churches. Some pastors are conducting 
parts of their services facing the altar, sometimes 
standing, sometimes kneeling. Prayer books are 
also upon the altar, and readings are made from 
them while the back of the pastor is toward the 
congregation. The cross is conspicuous at the center 
of the altar and is sometimes placed in an illumina- 
ted alcove just back of or a little above the altar. 
Candelabra are placed at either side of the altar. 
In some instances, statuary is found above the 
chancel. ‘Te Deum’ choirs and choruses furnish 
tne mus 


“This sort of thing is not only characteristic of 
Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, and other churches, 
but is coming more and more into the Baptist 
churches. In architecture, our new Baptist churches 
are generally built on lines which tend to encourage 
the procedure described. Are we on the way back 
to “‘mother,”’ as the Roman church considers her- 
self? True, form is not all there is to worship, but 








Page 4 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Nov. 1, 1949 








that which is taught through the eye-gate may be 
just as effective in matters religious as in other 
fields. Could we blame a Protestant, contemplating 
marriage with a Roman Catholic, if he or she should 
say “It is all about the same thing; what is the 
difference?” 





“Under Authority As Much 
As A Roman Catholic Priest 
Is Under Authority” 


These words occur in the Princeton Seminary 
Bulletin for the summer of 1949 in an address by 
the Reverend E. C. Blake, pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church of Pasadena and President of the 
Princeton Alumni Association. Mr. Blake in the 
address advocates strengthening the already high 
doctrine of the USA Church in its government or 
policy. Commenting on the third and fourth of the 
ordination vows, he says, in part: 


When you become a Presbyterian minister, 
you are a man under authority as much as a 
Roman Catholic Priest is under authority when 
he is ordained. The difference is in the kind of 
authority, not in its fact. The government a 
Presbyterian minister approves at his ordina- 
tion is a representative form of government, 
and the authority over the minister is the 
presbytery .... 


Now of course there is protection of con- 
science in this form of government. This pro- 
tection itself is in the constitution you accept. 
No man is required to go against his basic 
conviction, yet our doctrine of the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit for a Presbytery is that God 
speaks (in part at least) through the Presby- 
tery and the General Assembly. 


We have no doubt that the distinguished divine 
spoke in and with a good intention, but it seems 
to us that his remarks have at least two grave 
errors. First, he seems to have overlooked the 
sundry times in Presbyterian Church History both 
in Scotland and in America when Presbyterian 
majorities overrode the consciences of the minori- 
ties. Was Samuel Rutherford standing for no “‘basic 
conviction” when he was exiled from Anwoth? or 
when he protested against accepting the cavaliers 
of Charles II as covenanters? or when he was 
summoned to appear before the subservient Scottish 
Parliament of 1661? Had Ebenezer Erskine no 
conscience when he refused to withdraw the mess- 
age God had given him for the Church of Scotland? 
Had Gillespie no basic conviction when he formed 
the Relief Church? Or Chalmers when he led the 
great disruption? Or turning to America, had 
Thornwell and Palmer no basic convictions when 
they declined to obey the General Assembly of 
1861? Charles Hodge, that Princetonian prince of 
another generation, apparently thought they had 
—at least he protested the action of the Assembly 
of 1861. Had McPheeters of St. Louis or Stuart 
Robinson of Louisville no consciences when they 
were expelled from the U.S.A. Church under the 
Gurley ipso facto resolutions of 1866? Had J. 
Gresham Machen no basic conviction when he 
refused to obey the Mandate of the Assembly of 
1934 putting support of the officially authorized 
Board of Foreign Missions on exactly the same 


basis as the obeying of our Lord’s injunction to 


celebrate the Holy Supper in memory of Himself? 
If the Southern Assembly enters into a union on 
the basis of the higher church polity advocated by 
Mr. Blake will our convictions be considered, or 
will they be dismissed as not being basic? 


Secondly, the Pasadena Pastor has failed to 
mention the real distinction between the Roman 
Catholic conception of authority and that of the 
Protestant-Presbyterian tradition, namely, that for 
the Romanist the authority is the Church while for 
the Protestant it is the Bible. Boehmer, On the 
Road to Reformation, finds the essence of the 
Reformation in Luther’s act in burning the Church 
canon law at Eyster’s Gate in Wittenburg. John 
Calvin warns against those who introduce an un- 
limited tyranny under the name of the Church 
(Institutes I. vii. 1); and says that the authority 
given the apostles and their successors is given 
“not in a strict sense to the persons themselves, 
but to the ministry over which they are appointed, 
or to speak more correctly, to the Word, the 
ministration of which was committed to them... 
they should bring forward nothing of themselves, 
but should speak from the mouth of the Lord” 
(IV. viii. 2). 


Mr. Blake passes all too lightly over the first 
ordination vow. He takes no account of the West- 
minster Doctrine of the completeness or sufficiency 
of Holy Scripture (I. VI.). He seems unaware that 
according to the Confession of Faith the Supreme 
Judge is the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture 
(I. x), that synods and councils have erred and 
may err and are not to be made the rule of faith or 
practice but to be used as a help in determining the 
meaning of Holy Scripture (xxxi. iii) —- which is 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice. He 
also disregards the warning in the Presbyterian 
Principles of the U.S.A. Constitution that all church 
power is only ministerial and declarative, that the 
Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and 
manners, that no church judicatory ought to pretend 
to make laws to bind the conscience in virtue of 
their own authority, and that all their decisions 
should be founded upon the revealed will of God. 
Old John Witherspoon had suffered under the 
majority rule of the moderate machine in Scotland 
and he wrote these Principles to protect his succes- 
sors, B. M. Palmer, S. B. McPheeters, Stuart Robin- 
son and J. Gresham Machen from a similar effort 
of majorities to make laws binding their con- 
sciences! But men—well meaning men—like Mr. 
Blake find no difference between Roman Catholic 
and Presbyterian authority except the mode of 
government—a papacy in one case and a representa- 
tive form of government in the other. And articles 
which fail to set up the limiting hand of the all- 
sufficient Word of God and the sole authority of 
Christ as the only rightful Lawgiver and King in 
Zion are published with apparent approval in the 
leading periodicals of the U.S.A. Church. 





All of which points to the plea of the Covenanters 
of Christ Jesus that the Plan of Union include 
in it the Southern Presbyterian statements setting 
forth Christ as the sole Lawgiver, the only King 
in Zion, defining an offense exclusively as that 
which is contrary to His Word, and declaring that 
the exercise of Church power has the Divine 
sanction only when it is in conformity with the 
statutes enacted by Christ the lawgiver. 


Otherwise we shall find ourselves in a large 
denomination where a majority in Presbytery or 
General Assembly can bind the consciences of men 
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to their rulings whether or not these rulings are 
based on the revealed will of God ... and depose 
from the ministry and suspend from the sacraments 
those who will not obey such a man made mandate. 
The judicial action deposing Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
from the ministry and suspending him from the 
Table of the Lord contained not a single quotation 
from or reference to the Holy Scripture. Our 
fathers were unable to bear such a yoke, let us 
protect our children from the yoke of men by 
insisting now that the crown rights of Christ, the 
only King and sole Lawgiver in Zion, be adequately 
stated in the Plan of Union. Slavery to Christ 
— is the true and only freedom of the human 
soul. 





Fact Or Fancy? 


A prominent minister of our Church who has an 
important position in the Assembly in an address 
at the recent meeting of the Synod of Virginia 
matie an astonishing statement that should not go 
unchallenged. 


That there may be no mistake about the state- 
ment in question, the paragraph from this notable 
address as it appeared in The Presbyterian Outlook 
is given: 


Worse Than Sherman 


John H. Marion, Jr., spoke on “The Church 
in the South Today,” saying: “By our own 
unwitting and often chronic complacency, our 
intolerance of liberal thought and progressive 
movements and by our yearning for ‘dear, 
dead days beyond recall’—by such moods and 
attitudes we have given ourselves a far bigger 
beating than General Sherman or the carpet- 
baggers managed to inflict upon our region 
75 or 100 years ago.” 


The author of this indictment of the churches and 
people in the South does not indicate the standard 
of measurement used in arriving at his remarkable 
conclusion. It is said that Mark Twain when he was 
asked if he had heard Robert Ingersoll’s lecture 
on “The Mistakes of Moses,” replied that he had 
not but that he would be interested in hearing 
Moses’ lecture on “The Mistakes of Ingersoll.” 


It is regrettable that those who speak today with 
such assurance about what the Church in the 
South should have done were born so long after 
the invasion of Sherman’s armies with their fire 
and sword and all the ravages of the devastating 
war of “75 or 100 years ago,” and that in these 
trying and difficult days they were not present 
to supply the understanding, the wisdom, and the 
leadership so sorely needed! 


Sitting safely in their easy chairs far removed 
from the tragic events of other years, with ad- 
vantages and comforts unsurpassed in any land, 
unaware of sacrificial service rendered by those 
who lived and labored for church, home, and 
native land, they prate about “chronic complac- 
ency” and how much better conditions would be 
if only the leaders in “liberal thought” and the 
promoters of “progressive movements” had been 
permitted to point the way to a new and better 
day. 


It is always so. Those who talk most about being 
“liberal” and “progressive,” ‘“‘broad-minded” and 
“tolerant” have little to say for that great multi- 
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tude of men and women who love their fellowmen 
and have faith and the courage and the consecra- 
tion to serve their Church in the mission field and 
places of need and take the gospel of Christ and 
its saving and uplifting power to lost men and 
women of every race, color, and condition of life. 
Yet these social reformers accept the fruits of the 
labors of the Church’s missionaries and use the 
resources they have gathered to promote “pro- 
grams” and “movements” they conceive to be wise. 


We ask the brother who speaks so eloquently of 
the yearning for “dear, dead days beyond recall” 
where is there a denomination of Christian people 
in any land with a nobler record of Christian 
service? Does he know one that has had the 
blessing of God in such large measure on its 
labors in America and the lands to which its 
missionaries have gone? Where in the broad domain 
of the American republic is there a section whose 
people have greater concern for human need, 
welfare of their own land than in the states served 
by the churches of our Assembly? This is not in 
the “dear, dead days beyond recall,’ but in the 
days of the living present. 


It is high time for the social experts who spend 
their time and their energies and conferences and 
councils discussing the responsibility and neglect of 
others, but who would not lift a finger in actual 
service in the hard places, to withold their criticism 
until they themselves bring forth some fruit from 
their own labors meet for repentance. 


It is appropri these men of ‘“‘tolerance” 
and “liberal thoug! ht "—represented by the speaker 
of the Synod Virginia—who clearly condemn the 
churches ana the Christian seanle of the South for 
their “chronic complacency,” with the fantastic 
charge that their “moods and attitudes” have been 
more devastating and costly than invading armies 
and carpetbaggers to submit their evi idence. Where 
would they be today had it not been for the 
sacrifices of their fathers who lived and labored 
for Christ and country when the way was hard, 


and the Church their fathers established made 
them what they are? It is because of these same 
men that we have been given the social, educa- 


tional, and spiritual advantages we enjoy today. 


We insist that such critical, unjust and unsup- 
ported statements made by the speaker at the 
Synod of Virginia are unworthy of a minister in 
our Church. Due to the gravity of such charges 
against the Church we love, we feel that the 
speaker when visiting other synods should stick 
closer to the facts. —C. G. Me. 





Two Cardinal 
Contrasts 


The Scriptures reveal two movements of primary 
importance to the human soul. After detailing the 
sinister shame of the willful, confident sinner, the 
Psalmist cries (50:21): “These things hast thou 
done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I 
was altogether such a one as thyself.’”’ Then there 
follows a most solemn record. “But I will reprove 
thee and set them in order before thine eyes.” 
Here we see men making God like themselves. This 
spiritual declivity dethrones God and utterly de- 
bases Him. It breeds fatal complacency and dire 
confusion. It comp! ly blocks all movement toward 
human humilit It finds its climax in the deifica- 
tion of man mi therefore in his sure distress and 
destruction. It is a cardinal tragedy. 





There is a second movement revealed and marked 
by joy and blessedness in the Word. Here, in lift- 
ing contrast, we find God making men like Himself. 
When John in his gospel (14:9) quotes Christ thus: 
‘“‘He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father’’; he 
is declaring that Christ is come that men may 
know what God is like. All of His touch with life; 
the sick, the sorrowing, baffled men and women, 
little children, in short a lost race, is revealing 
what God is like, and how His heart beats towards 
men. In fairness and honesty the Bible also pictures 
man’s actual condition, his intrinsic, destructive 
ogee In this revealing light Paul cries (Rom. 
7; 18): “For I know that in me dwelleth no good 
thing.”” No stopping here, with man reeling under 
his burden in dark hopelessness, Jesus Christ also 
gives the answer to this ultimate need. “‘Who shall 
deliver me—? I thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord’: says Paul (Rom. 7:24,25). Naturally 
then the high climax of life is thus pictured by the 
Psalmist (17:15): “I shall be satisfied when I 
awake with Thy likeness.”’ This is a cardinal bless- 
ing. —S. McPh. G. 








Continentals Stand 
By Chalcedon! 


An interesting further answer to Dr. D. P. Mc- 
Geachey’s diatribe against those who hold to the 
Chalcedonian faith is found in an article by Pro- 
fessor G. T. Thomson of Edinburgh reviewing a 
volume by the German scholar Otto A. Dilschneider, 
Chritsus Presens. Thompson writes in the April 
1949 Evangelical Quarterly under the theme, The 
Presence of Christ. Here he puts together the 
testimony of Dilschneider, of Bishop Aulen of 
Sweeden, and his own endorsement as Professor 
of Christian Dogmatics at the University of Edin- 
burgh, thus: Similar is the Chalcedonian emphasis 
on “true God and true man,” both true distinct 
and numerical. Mature Christian faith, in other 
words deliberately rules out the idealism of the 
Hellenic spirit, Ch —— being the most anti- 
Hellenist (of any early creed). “Of Chalcedon we 
must say, what Pol says of I Cor. 1:22 about 
the divine Wisdom: ‘Where are the clever ones, 
where are the scribes, where are the worldly wise? 
Hath not God turned the wisdom of this world into 
foolishness?’ To call this the Hellenistic spirit is to 
stand early Church history of Doctrine on its head”’ 
(Aulen). The Incarnation is the strongest defense 
against any idealism 


Theologically we are left with all three funda- 
mentals of Christian Confession—the Trinity, the 
Incarnation, and Justification. ... The Trinity, 
the Incarnation and Justification by faith alone are 
the corners of the dogmatic edifice As for 
the — the centre is justification of the 
sinner by faith alone and Christian ethics is 
thankfulness for the receipt of forgiveness. ... We 
must get back to revelation and its theology. With- 
out that any brand is dangerous, and the bottle 
should be marked ‘‘Poison.” — Wm. C. R. 
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Prayer -- The Secret Of Peace 


By Rev. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D. 


Roanoke . 


I was talking the other night with a member of 
our church who has lived a rich, full, and useful 
life. He was speaking of how good God has been 
to him. For example, he had prayed that God would 
never let him lose his interest in life, his zest for 
living. God has answered that prayer. He is not a 
young man, but he is tremendously interested, not 
only in his own house and yard, but in everything 
that is going on in the church, in the community, 
and in the world. 


My friend said that another great blessing that 
had come to him was the fact that God in recent 
years had taken away all fear. At one time he was 
very much afraid of what the future might hold 
for him. But that is all changed. He is no longer 
afraid of anything. And he added, “Nobody knows 
how much that wonderful passage in Philippians 
means to me.” Then he quoted, “Be careful for 
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-7) 


Many people have been bothered by the expres- 
sion “be careful for nothing!’ It sounds as if the 
Bible were forbidding forethought, encouraging 
carelessness and laziness. That was not what Paul 
meant. That was not what he said. In other trans- 
lations the Greek word is translated ‘‘anxious.” 
The American Revised Version translates; “In 
nothing be anxious;” Moffett, ““Never be anxious;” 
20th Century, ‘“‘Do not be anxious about anything;” 
Goodspeed and the Revised Standard Version, 
“Have no anxiety about anything.” Paul was try- 
ing to emphasize one thing, that a Christian should 
not worry. Christ felt the same way. Over and over 
He said in substance, “Don’t worry!” “Don’t be 
anxious!”’ 


But can we keep from worrying? There is so 
much sorrow and suffering on every hand. Our 
own burdens are so heavy. The passage from Philip- 
pians gives us the answer, tells us the secret. The 
secret is prayer. If you worry a lot, the chances are 
that you are not praying very much. If you spend 
much time in prayer, you probably spend little time 
in worry. That has been the experience of Chris- 
tians. That is what Paul is saying in this wonderful 
passage. 


I. Prayer will rid you of worry because prayer is 
turning to God. It is to God we are to turn! Not 
to the bank, not to the hospital, not to a physician, 
not to a lawyer, not to some human friend. All 
these are valuable, and helpful. But our first re- 
source in times of great anxiety is always God. 


I was impressed by a remark made by a mother 
to her son. This son claims to be an unbeliever. He 
Claims to be an Atheist. He does not believe in 
prayer, and he doesn’t pray. His mother said to 
him recently, “You will pray some day!’ And that 
is true. No matter how skeptical you may be as to 
the reality of the unseen, no matter how doubtful 
as to the value of prayer, when you come face to 
face with some dire extremity, when human help 


.. Virginia 


altogether fails, when there seems no possible way 
out, you will turn to God as instinctively as the 
sunflower turns to the sun. 


Soldiers of the Second World War expressed it 
in a very homely but very expressive fashion. They 
said, “There are no Atheists in foxholes.” That 
group of men who were tossed on the surface of 
the ocean for days with Eddie Rickenbacker may 
not have been very religious when the experience 
started, but they came out of it with a deep faith 
in God. They all, without exception turned to Him 
in their hour of desperate need. And everyone of 
them felt that He helped in what seemed to them 
a miraculous way. 


Il. Prayer will rid you of worry because prayer is 
talking to God. That is the simplest definition of 
prayer. ‘““Let your requests be made known to God.” 
You should tell Him about the things that burden 
your heart. 


I suppose every one has experienced the relief 
that comes from talking over some problem with 
a friend. Things never seem as bad when we talk 
them out with some sympathetic heart. So it is 
when we talk to God, when we tell Him the deep 
and dreadful fears that threaten our future and 
burden our hearts. In just talking to Him there is 
wonderful relief. 


There are two very striking hymns that come to 
mind in this connection. The first is by B. D. 
Ackley. Mr. Ackley has written many evangelistic 
hymns. His name appears as the editor of many 
modern hymnbooks. The hymn that I have in mind 
has been very popular and widely sung. The chorus 
runs like this: 


“He walks with me and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
No other has ever known.” 


The other hymn is quite different in its character 
and author. The author was a Hindu girl. She had 
a remarkable conversion about fifty years ago. In 
that day, even more than now, the profession of 
Christianity by a native in India meant not only 
social ostracism but often persecution, and some- 
times even death. This girl knew what it was to 
suffer for her faith. She also knew what it was to 
have the peace of God in her heart. And she knew 
that prayer was the secret of peace. It was while 
she was passing through those dark days that she 
wrote— 


“When my soul is faint and thirsty, 
Neath the shadow of His wing, 
There is cool and pleasant shelter, 
And a fresh and crystal spring; 
And my Saviour walks beside me, 
And we hold communion sweet; 
If I tried I could not utter, 
What He says when thus we meet.” 
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III. Prayer will rid you of worry because prayer 
is thanking God. Very suggestive is the phrase 
“with thanksgiving.’”’ Paul is insistent that our 
prayers include thanksgiving. He says in another 
place ‘‘in everything give thanks.” 


Daniel Defoe has given us an example in his 
Robinson Crusoe. On one occasion Robinson Crusoe 
drew up what he called the Evil and the Good. He 
made two columns. In one he put the hardships he 
suffered, in the other the blessings he received. He 
was cast on a desolate island, but still alive—not 
drowned as the rest of his ship’s company. He was 
separated from mankind and banished from human 
society, but he was not starving, he had plenty to 
eat. He had no clothes, but he was in a hot climate 
where he did not need them. He had no means of 
defense, but apparently there were no wild beasts 
on the island as he had seen in Africa. He had no 
soul to speak to, but he could and did speak to God 
in prayer. His blessings so outweighed his hardships 
that he was very contented and happy. You can’t 
be deeply conscious of God’s wonderful goodness 
to you, and truly appreciative of that goodness, 
and carry a very heavy load of worries. God has 
been so good to you in the past, you know He will 
somehow take care of u in the future. 


IV. Prayer will rid you of your worries because 
prayer is petition. Very suggestive is the phrase, 
“with supplication.” This indicates that prayer 
should always include petition. 


Whatever the worry hat interferes with your 
usefulness and with your effectiveness, and with 
your peace of mind, God can remove its cause. Ask 
Him to! Ask Him to work out your problem. He 


will! Ask Him to give you the thing that you so 
much desire! He says that no father is more eager 
or anxious to do things for a child than He is to do 
things for you. 


Do you remember how sure you were as a child 
that your father could fix anything? And so you 
went to him with all your childish problems and 
difficulties. Sometimes he didn’t fix it just as you 
asked him. Sometimes he gave you far more than 
you asked or expected. So it is with our Heavenly 
Father. He will answer your petition. He will solve 
your problem. He may not answer in just the way 
you want, but He will answer it in the way that will 
be best for you. 


Here is the real message of my text. There is not 
room in the same heart for worry and prayer. If 
you worry, you don’t pray. If you pray, you won’t 
worry. If you pray as Paul tells you to pray, if you 
turn to God in your extremity, if you talk it over 
with Him, and if you are deeply thankful for all 
of His goodness, and if you ask Him for the things 
you need, you will have “‘the peace of God that 
passeth all understanding.” 


Around us on every side is sorrow and suffering 
and anxiety. Our own hearts are often heavy and 
burdened. What our friends need, what we need is 
God. We can find for them and for ourselves the 
peace of God that passeth understanding, but we 
find it in prayer! 


“Hast thou within a care so deep 
It chases from thine eyelids sleep? 
Take to the Lord that anxious care, 
And change anxiety to prayer. 


Hast thou a wish from which thine heart 
Would deem it almost death to part? 
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Entreat the Lord that wish to crown 
Or give thee grace to lay it down. 


Whate’er the wish that swells thy breast, 
Whate’er the care that breaks thy rest, 
Take to the Lord that wish, that care, 
And change anxiety to prayer.” 
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The Cause Of The Doctrinal Trouble 
In The Northern Presbyterian Church 


(“Exporing Avenues Of Acquaintance 
And Co-operation”) 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson, Miss. 


This is the eighth in the series of articles by Chalmers W. Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 
nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written 


by one 


What has been the principal cause of the 
doctrinal disturbance in the Northrn Presbyterian 
Church? 


Origin Of The Doctrinal 
Disturbance 


In order to understand fully the answer to that 
question it is necessary to look back briefly over 
some of the events which took place in the early 
history of Presbyterianism in America. 


By the close of the eighteenth century, the 
Presbyterian Church in this country found itself 
working side by side with the Congregational 
Church in trying to build churches and furnish 
ministers for the nation’s expanding population, 
which was spreading throughout the Middle West. 


And in 1801 a plan of union was adopted 
whereby the Presbyterian General Assembly and 
the General Association of the State of Connecticut 
(Congregational) should work together, rather 
than in competition. 


“Old School” Theology Versus 
“New School” Theology 


This union of 1801 marks the earliest discernible 
beginning of the decline of what we now refer to as 
the Northern Presbyterian Church, for the Con- 
gregational churches adhered to the liberal ‘““New 
School” theology. This liberal “New School” theo- 
logy differed from the Presbyterian, or conserva- 
tive “Old School,” theology in several important 
points of doctrine. 


The conservative “Old School” theology of the 
Presbyterians rested solidly on the teachings of 
the Holy Bible as they are outlined in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith and in the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms. The liberal ‘‘“New School” 
theology differed from its teachings, for instance, 
with reference to the extent of the guilt of Adam 
as it is imputed to his descendents, and with refer- 
ence to the Calvinist doctrine of the definite atone- 
ment of Christ. 


The New England theologians, who were the 
trainers of the Congregational ministers, were not 
inclined to consider very seriously the principles 
which meant much to the Presbyterian ministers 
who, for the most part, came from Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. Consequently friction developed 
between the two denominational groups, and in 
1837 they severed their relationship. 


of the most able laymen in 





the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
The Presbyterian Groups 
Separate 


But prior to 1837, the liberal “New School” 
theology of the Congregational Church had been 
embraced by some of the Presbyterian ministers. 
Accordingly, within a few months after the separa- 
tion of the Congregational Church and the Presby- 
terian Church, there occurred a separation between 
the conservative “Old School” and the liberal ““New 
School” groups which now existed in the Presby- 
terian Church. 


The “New School” Presbyterian group, among 
other things, had founded Auburn Theological 
Seminary, at Auburn, New York. (It was from 
Auburn, New York that the heretical Auburn Af- 
firmation was later to be published.) And this 
liberal “New School” group had also founded 
Union Theological Seminary in New York City, 
which is today one of the nation’s leading centers 
of extreme Modernism. 


When the Civil War took place in this country, 
the synods of the South withdrew from the “Old 
School” group of Presbyterians in the North, and 
founded our own Southern Presbyterian Church. 
And from its founding until the present time our 
Southern Presbyterian Church has always adhered 
to the conservative “Old School” theology. 


The Merger Of 1869 


After the close of the Civil War, in the North 
the conservative “Old School” Presbyterian group 
reunited in 1869 with the liberal ‘““New School” 
Presbyterian group, in spite of the fact that the 
great Princeton theologian, Dr. Charles Hodge, 
left a sick-bed to oppose the merger. 


As a result of the merger of the conservative 
“Old School” and the liberal ‘““New School” Presby- 
terian groups in 1869, that which Dr. Hodge and 
the other Conservative leaders in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church had feared now began to take 
place. From the date of that merger until the 
present time, the liberal “New School” theology 
has been a disturbing factor in the ranks of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. 


This disturbance and trouble arose, of course, 
from the fact that the merger of 1869 had taken 
place upon the basis of a common administration, 
and not upon the basis of a creed which meant 
the same thing to both Presbyterian groups. Thus, 
in 1869, the Northern Presbyterian Church had 
willingly surrendered the greater principle of 
Christian doctrine for the less important principle 
of church administration. “To it the system of 
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government had become of more importance than Presbyterian Church, it will be informative to 


the system of belief,’ as Dr. William Crowe, one 
of the very clear thinkers of our denomination, 
has so well expressed it. 


Two Divergent Groups 
In The Church 


As a result of this merger of 1869, there now 
existed within the Northern Presbyterian Church 
two distinct and divergent groups. One, the “New 
School” group, adhered to the liberal theology 
which was being taught at such institutions as 
Union Theological Seminary of New York City. 
This Seminary, founded earlier by the liberal “New 
School” Presbyterian group, had been taken into 
the merged Northern Presbyterian Church in 1869 
without any requirement being made that it first 
change its position in theology to conform to the 
teachings and doctrines summarized in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith and in the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms. (Some twenty-three years 
later, in 1892, Union Theological Seminary of New 
York City was to terminate its relation to the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church because of the action of 
the General Assembly of 1891 in refusing to con- 
firm as Professor of Biblical Theology in that Sem- 
inary, Dr. Charles A. Briggs, who was found guilty 
of heresy and was later dismissed from the min- 
istry of the Northern Presbyterian Church by the 
General Assembly of 1893, but who was to remain 
a professor in good standing at Union Theological 
im” of New York City until his death in 


The second group in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, or the conservative “Old School” group, 
continued to adhere to the theology which had 
come from Paul the Apostle down through John 
Calvin of Geneva, John Knox of Scotland, and, 
in this country, through the great Princeton Sem- 
inary theologians. 


As Princeton Theological Seminary (hereinafter 
referred to as Princeton Seminary) has played 
such an important part in the life of the Northern 





consider what effect the liberal “New School” 
theology has had upon it since that Seminary was 
reorganized in 1929. 


But first let us glance at some of the history 
and achievements of that institution prior to its 
reorganization in 1929. 


The Early Character Of 
Princeton Seminary 


Princeton Seminary was from its beginning the 
great center of conservative “Old School” theology 
in America. Founded in 1812 at Princeton, New 
Jersey, it was the oldest seminary in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. Its foundation rested squarely 
on the fully inspired Word of God as it is sum- 
marized in the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. Because 
of its sound theology, and because of the profound 
scholarship of its faculty, Princeton Seminary 
acquired a world-wide reputation as a great center 
of Christian learning. It became known as the out- 
standing seminary of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. 


The faculty of Princeton Seminary had always 
been composed of great men, all of whom adhered 
strictly to the conservative “Old School” theology, 
and all of whom held to the doctrines of the Holy 
Bible as they are outlined in the Westminster 
Standards. 


Among the Seminary’s earlier faculty members 
there had been such theological giants as its first 
professor, Dr. Archibald Alexander, and the other 
Alexanders, and Dr. Samuel Miller, and some of 
the members of the famed Hodge family. And in 
more recent times such master theologians as the 
following were on its faculty: Professors Benjamin 
B. Warfield, Robert Dick Wilson, William B. 
Greene, Geerhardus Vos, William Park Armstrong, 
J. Gresham Machen, Oswald T. Allis, Casper Wistar 
Hodge (the fourth member of that great family 
of theologians), and Cornelius Van Til. 
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Princeton Seminary 
Scholarship 


Some conception of the very unusual ability of 
these men as Bible scholars can be gained by 
considering one of them, Dr. Benjamin B. Warfield, 
for a moment. 


Dr. Warfield had received his A.B. and his M.A. 
from Princeton University and his Th.B. from 
Princeton Seminary. Then he had studied abroad 
at the University of Edinburgh, the University of 
Heidelberg, and the University of Leipzig. He was 
for many years the Professor of Systematic Theo- 
logy at Princeton Seminary. 


Dr. Warfield is considered by many very able 
Bible scholars to have been the greatest theologian 
that America has ever produced. 


The late Dr. John DeWitt, himself a great 
scholar, once remarked that he had known intima- 
tely the three outstanding theologians in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church of the generation 
preceding Dr. Warfield, namely, Henry B. Smith, 
William G. T. Shedd, and Charles Hodge, and that 
he was certain that Dr. Warfield knew more than 
any one of them, and that he was disposed to think 
that Dr. Warfield knew more than all three of 
them combined. 


Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge succeeded Dr. Warfield 
as Professor of Systematic Theology in Princeton 
Seminary after the latter’s death in 1921. Dr. 
Hodge received his A.B. and his Ph.D. from Prince- 
ton University and, after a year’s study abroad at 
the University of Heidelberg and the University of 
Berlin, he had finally taken his B.D. from Prince- 
ton Seminary. In speaking of his predecessors in 
the Professorship of Systematic Theology (two of 
whom had been his grandfather, Dr. Charles Hodge, 
and his uncle, Dr. A. A. Hodge, both of whom had 
been world famous), Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge 
spoke of Dr. Warfield as ‘excelling them all in 
erudition” and as being “one of the greatest men 
who has ever taught in this institution.” 


At the time of Dr. Warfield’s death, Dr. Francis 
Landey Patton, who had formerly served as Presi- 
dent of Princeton University and later as President 
of Princeton Seminary, stated that under Dr. War- 
field’s leadership ‘‘the department of Systematic 
Theology has been built up and has attained a 
position in this Seminary which it never had before 
and, so far as my knowledge and information go, 
exists nowhere else.” 


And Dr. Samuel G. Craig, the able Editor of 
Christianity Today, one of the sound church papers 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church, wrote in 
1934: “For instance, I am sure that at the time of 
his death there was no man in the world—I make 
no exceptions—who knew more about the New 
Testament and what has been said against its 
trustworthiness than Benjamin B. Warfield. Again 
I am sure that at the time of his death there was 
no man in the world—here too I make no excep- 
tions—who knew more about the Old Testament 
and what has been said against its trustworthiness 
than Robert Dick Wilson. Yet I am sure that Dr. 
Warfield would have said about the New Testament 
what Dr. Wilson said about the Old Testament: 
that no man knows enough to say that it contains 
errors.” 

In fact, in his monumental volume entitled, The 
Inspiration and Authority of the Bible, which the 
Inter-Varsity Magazine, of London, calls “the 
ablest defense of the conservative view of the 


inspiration and authority of Holy Scripture that 
has appeared in the English language,” Dr. War- 
field expressed the same view of the Bible’s full 
trustworthiness which was held by Dr. Robert 
Dick Wilson. 


Dr. Warfield’s view of the inspiration of the 
Bible and his position in theology were shared by 
all of his associates on the Princeton Seminary 
faculty. That able theologian, Dr. John Macleod, 
Principal of the Free Church College, of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, has stated that Dr. Warfield, in 
speaking to him of Dr. Warfield’s associates on the 
Princeton Seminary faculty, once remarked that, 
“We are all of one mind.” All of the members of 
the Seminary faculty were conservative “Old 
School” theologians who believed that the only 
consistent system of doctrine and belief taught in 
the Holy Bible was clearly summarized in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and in the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms. 


Under the leadership of Dr. Warfield, Princeton 
Seminary stood like a Rock of Gilbraltar which, 
since its founding, had withstood all of the 
Modernist attacks of unbelief. When perplexing 
problems of theology were under discussion, Bible- 
believing Presbyterians everywhere knew that the 
right answers to the problems could always be 
found at Princeton Seminary. 


Of all of the theological seminaries in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, Princeton Seminary 
alone now stood firmly and consistently for the 
orthodox position in theology. Its faculty was not 
in any way contaminated by the liberal “New 
School” theology. And Princeton Seminary was 
pouring into the ministry of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church each year from forty to fifty 
orthodox young ministers, constituting one-fourth 
of each year’s total supply of new ministers in 
that denomination. 


A Movement To Reorganize 
Princeton University 


Now for some time there had been a movement 
under way to try to reorganize the great Princeton 
Seminary. 


The purpose of the proposed reorganization of 
Princeton Seminary was to make that institution 
inclusive not only of the conservative ‘“‘Old School” 
theology which had always been taught there, but 
of the liberal ‘‘“New School” theology as well. 


Because of the movement to try to reorganize 
Princeton Seminary, a fierce struggle had taken 
place for several years behind the scenes in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. 


By this time the Northern Presbyterian Church 
consisted of three different groups: a strong, out- 
spoken orthodox group, an active Modernist group, 
and a so-called ‘“middle-of-the-road” group. This 
so-called ‘‘middle-of-the-road” group was trying to 
hold on to the Holy Bible and to the Westminster 
Standards, and at the same time not oppose the 
Modernists. Many of this so-called ‘“middle-of-the- 
road” group wanted “peace at any price,” even 
if it had to be purchased at the cost of serious 
compromise with error in Christian belief. 


Finally, in 1929, in spite of a valient and 
corageous fight by many of the orthodox group in 
the Northern Presbyterian Church, those who 
wanted to reorganize Princeton Seminary won the 
struggle. 

(Continued in the Next Issue.) 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 
Celumbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 33. What is justification? 


A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, 
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us 
as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness 
of Christ imputed to us and received by faith alone. 


In tha fifth century, Paulinus, bishop of Nola, 
expended all his large estates in redeeming from 
activity his brethern enslaved by the Goths. When 
his resources were exhausted, a poor widow came 
pleading her destitute condition due to the fact that 
the barbarians had carried her only son away to 
Africa as a slave. Paulinus immediately went over 
to Africa. There he found the young man and 
entered into an agreement with his master to take 
the young man’s place as a slave. Accordingly, the 
youth returned to care for his mother and Paulinus 
continued for months under the yoke. Later when 
the master heard of his high standing Paulinus was 
released. 


Finding us in bondage to sin and the law, Christ 
volunteered to take our place that we might be 
freed. He was made under the law, and God laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. He was made sin for 
us that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him. Because of all Christ did and suffered 
for us God forgives us, pronounces us just, ac- 
cepts us as righteous in Christ. 


Justification is an act not a slow process, not 
a long work. It is an act of a judge. When a man 
stands accused before a court, the judge either 
declares him condemned or prounounces him ac- 
quitted, freed from condemnation, forgiven. It is an 
immediate, a full act. A man is completely justified. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus.’’ This is God’s act. When 
God justifieth who is he that condemneth? And 
God’s act to us is of His free grace. We do not 
deserve this great mercy. We are undeserving 
sinners, rebels who deserve punishment. But God 
has been pleased to bind us up in the covenant of 
grace and the bundle of life with His only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ. God looks upon Christ and His 
righteousness and accepts all those who trust in 
Christ as righteous for His sake. He was punished 
that we might be forgiven. He obeyed the law one 
hundered per cent, perfect. And God counts His 
perfect obedience to us. God reckons Christ’s 
righteousness to us, He puts it to our account. He 
imputes it to us. In this way we are regarded as 
righteous and treated as just by God. Since Christ 
did give perfect obedience and endure the full 
penalty for His people, since He paid our full debt, 
therefore, God is just even when He justifies the 
sinner who trusts in Christ. But to us it is an act of 
overflowing love and mercy. 


In this act of grace God pardons all our sins and 
accepts us as righteous in His sight. Our sins were 
laid on Jesus and He satisfied all our obligations. 
Now His righteousness is laid on us and for His 
sake God forgives our sins and accepts us as 
righteous in His sight. The Publican in the Temple 
bowed his head and cried “God be merciful to me 
a sinner.”” And that man went home justified. The 
dying thief said, ‘We two thieves are receiving the 


just reward of our deeds. We are so bad we deserve 
to be crucified.” Then he entrusted himself to 
Jesus saying, “Lord remember me when Thou 
comest in Thy kingdom.” And the Lord Jesus said 
to him, “Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 
So bad he deserved to be crucified and yet so fully 
justified that he was immediately received into 
Paradise! 


Now this great change comes to us not from any 
work we have done or can do to earn it. It comes 
to us when we admit we cannot earn righteousness, 
and we trust Christ to do for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves and what we cannot do without. We 
entrust ourselves to our Saviour, we confess Him 
as our Lord. 





Q. 34. What is adoption? 


A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, where- 
by we are received into the number, and have a 
right to all the privileges of the sons of God. 


Justification is a deed of God acting as a judge 
and pronouncing me, a sinner, righteous for the 
sake of the righteousness of Christ imputed to me. 
Adoption is an act which God does as a Father 
receiving me, the sinner, as His child and giving 
me the liberties and privileges which Christ, the 
elder brother has won for me. No human story 
can fully illustrate the Gospel. This one goes part 
of the way: 


King Zaleucis of the Locrians made a law 
that if anyone was convicted of a certain crime 
he should have both his eyes put out. One of 
the first persons convicted was his own son. 
What was Zaleucis to do? If he were only a 
King he could execute the penalty and forget 
the matter. If he were only a father he could 
forgive the offense and receive his son into 
his arms. But he was both a king whose honor 
was pledged to the fair enforcement of his 
laws and a father whose heart yearned for his 
son. King Zaleucis solved the problem by 
having one of his own eyes put out and one 
of the eyes of his son. Thereafter when men 
looked into the empty socket in the king’s 
face they remembered the sanctity of the 
King’s law and the Father’s heart. 


God our heavenly Father, the Lord of heaven and of 
earth, did more than take the half of our punish- 
ment in His own body on the Tree. He did this that 
we might be forgiven children rather than guilty 
subjects. 


In adoption a man takes into his family one who 
was not originally a part of it and gives him his 
name, the enjoyment of his home, the right of 
inheriting his property. The adopted child has the 
full standing of a son or a daughter in the home. 


God made Adam in his own image and put him 
on probation in order that if he stood he might 
have an established place in the family of God. But 
Adam fell and was driven from the presence of 
God. What Adam lost Christ won for us. The 
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eternal Son of God became also the Son of Man 
that in our human nature He might live the life of 
a loving, obedient Child of God. He kept His state 
of loving sonship unbroken through the difficulties 
of our life. Now He gives us this high and blessed 
standing He maintained for us. And He regenerates 
us, or gives us a new heart—a heart that loves and 
serves God. “As many as received Him to them 
gave He the power, the right, the authority, to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His Name. Who were born not of blood, nor of 
the will of flesh, nor of the will of man—but of 
God.” “We are all children of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ.’”’ God for Christ’s sake receives us 
into His family and assures us of a share not only 
in His bounty but in His heart. God our Father 
loves us more than our earthly father does. He 
knows better what is good for us and He is more 
able to care for and protect us than are the 
parents in our homes. 


When the papers carried the story of an Ameri- 
can Advance led by a division in which a son served, 
the earthly father definitely committed the lad to 
His heavenly Father. For the heavenly Father 
knows better, loves more and can do more than 
the earthly parent. Moreover, the heavenly Father 
was present and did save the son from anything 
worse than a minor wound — while the earthly 
father was thousands of miles away and would 
have been powerless to save even had he been 
present. 





Q. 35. What is sanctification? 


A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, 
whereby we are renewed in the whole man after 
the image of God, and are enabled more and more 
to die unto sin, and to live unto righteousness. 


Justification, Adoption, Sanctification are all of 
God’s free grace—of His undeserved love to sinners. 
“If it is of (God’s) grace it is no more of our 
works: otherwise grace is not more grace.” “To 
make a man a saint, grace is absolutely necessary; 
and whoever doubts this does not know what a 
saint is, nor what a man is.”’ (Pascal) 


But while justification and adoption are acts, 
sanctification is a work that continues throughout 
life. Justification and adoption are complete at 
once, sanctification is a gradual process. They 
change our relation to God, sanctification changes 
our lives to accord with the new relation. “In 
adoption we are taken into the family of God, and 
in sanctification we take on the family features” 
(Whyte). God took Israel out of Egypt rather 
quickly, but it took forty years to get Egypt out 
of Israel. 


The ground of justification and of adoption is 
the work of Christ for us. The life of sanctification 
is the work of the Holy Spirit in us. The power of 
the Spirit in the life of a Christian may be com- 
pared with the wind that moves a sail boat. Let the 
wind stop. The Boat will stagger on a few lengths 
but very soon it ceases to move forward and then 
drifts backward with the current. 


As the Holy Spirit comes into our hearts He 
brings a new life. By His power the soul that was 
dead in sin is born again, regenerated. Thereafter 
He nourishes the new life and so renews the whole 
man after the image of God. He makes the tree 
good and then causes good fruit to grow on the 
good trees. His gifts are faith, hope and love. The 
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fruits He brings into our lives are love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, 
faithfulness, temperance. 


Even when we fall into sin and grieve Him He 
does not wholly forsake us. Wherever there is a 
penitent heart to be comforted and restored there 
is the blessed Comforter. And all holiness or separa- 
tion from sin is His work. In most cases sanctifica- 
tion is not a steady progress upward, but in spite of 
our many falls He patiently leads us onward 
towards God’s idea of a man. And Christ is God’s 
idea of a man. 


Justification and sanctification have been com- 
pared thus: “Christ never comes into the soul un- 
attended, He brings the Holy Spirit with Him, and 
the Spirit His train of Gifts and graces.” “Christ 
comes with a blessing in each hand, forgiveness in 
one and holiness in the other, and never gives either 
to any who will not take both. But Christ’s 
forgiveness of all sins is complete at once, because 
less would not do us good; His holiness is dispensed 
by degrees, and to none wholly in this life, lest we 
should slight His forgiveness.” “It is the joy of 


my heart that I am freed from guilt, and the desire 
of my heart to be freed from sin.” “‘Whenever I 
die, I die a sinner; but by the grace of God, peni- 
tent, and I trust, accepted in the Beloved.” 
—Thomas Adam. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Nov. 20: The 
Great Invitation 


Scripture: Isaiah 55; 56:6-8. Devotional Reading: 
Romans 10:1-13. “For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” This verse 
from our Devotional Reading is Paul’s way of 
stating what Isaiah preached to his people so 
many centuries earlier. 


Why is it so difficult to get men to call, to hear, 
to come, to seek, to forsake their ways and turn 
to God’s way? The Bible is full of loving invita- 
tions, couched in varied terms, but men refuse 
these invitations. An invitation from a king is 
equivalent to a command. While our loving God 
invites us to come He also commands men to turn 
from sin. 


This chapter is often called, “The Great Invita- 
tion,” and it is one of the greatest and most 
familiar in a Bible full of invitations. 


It begins with the little word, “Ho”, a word 
which puts us on the alert, somewhat like the 
“Hello” which comes over the phone. We can 
imagine the prophet standing beside the Jordan 
river, perhaps, and in this way trying to get the 
attention of the passing crowds. He has something 
important to reveal to them, if they will give heed 
to his words. 


Let us remember, in passing, that we could not 
have had the “Great Invitation” of the 55th. 
chapter without first having had the “Great 
Sacrifice” of the 53rd. chapter: invitation follows 
atonement. 


I. Who Are Invited—Everyone: This is like the 
“alls,” and ‘“‘Whosoevers.” 


1. Everyone who is thirsty. There are the thirsty 
who know they are thirsty, and there are those 
who are not so much aware of theirs. Bodily thirst 
is at first a simple desire, but, if not quenched, 
it becomes agonizing in intensity. I remember an 
experience in Korea when I had to spend an entire 
day without water. I tried to substitute something 
else for water which had leaked out of my water- 
bottle, but no substitute is “just as good” as water. 


Soul-thirst goes much deeper. There are many 
who are trying to quench that thirst from the 
“broken and contaminated cisterns’ of this world 
when the pure river of the water of life is flowing 
by them. Lord Byron was one of these. He drank 
of every stream which the world affords—wealth, 
fame, pleasure—and died of thirst, because there 
was no more to drink. The list of those like him 
is a long one. Solomon tried everything which his 
position and wealth could furnish, and said, “Vanity 
of vanity, all is vanity.” 


The really thirsty soul will be satisfied, if it 
comes to the proper source. ‘‘Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.” 


Are you thirsty in your soul? Have you come 
to the fountain of waters? Do you know of other 
thirsty souls? Are you passing on this beautiful 





invitation of the prophet to them? 


“T heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Behold I freely give 

The living waters; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink, and live.’ 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.” 


2. Everyone who is bankrupt—‘He that hath no 
money.” To bankrupt souls, to a bankrupt world, 
comes this message. We have plenty of money to 
purchase provisions for our bodies, perhaps, but 
no currency which will buy what our souls require. 
Righteousness is the currency of heaven, and all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags when we meet 
the holiness of God. We live in a world which is 
morally and spiritually bankrupt. The wine and 
the milk which our bodies crave can be had in 
the market place, but the wine and the milk which 
our souls require are free gifts of God. 


3. Those who are unsatisfied, and dissatisfied: 
“that which satisfieth not.” The world as a whole 
is an extremely unsatisfied and dissatisfied world 
and we, as individuals, are often “fed up” with 
the husks on which the swine feed. Man cannot 
live on bread alone, and yet we find millions of 
men and women trying to do that very thing. Souls 
are never satisfied with the bread of this world. 
When Jesus had fed the 5,000 He preached one of 
His most powerful sermons telling this multitude 
to “labor not for the food that perishes,” for the 
food which endures comes down from heaven; “I 
am the bread of life.” 


God’s table is spread with the best. There is milk 
for babes, finest of the wheat, bread from heaven, 
strong meat, honey from the rock, the water of life. 
A certain man made a feast and invited many to 
come. In my father’s house there is bread enough 
and to spare. Why perish with hunger? Why not 
arise and go back home? Are not these reasonable 
questions? Is not the invitation of God the most 
sensible as well as the most loving invitation in 
the world? 


Il. How the Invitation is worded—so that all can 
understand. 


1. “Come”: this is a favorite word with Bible 
writers. Come into the ark; come out and be 
separate; come to the feast; come, follow Me; 
come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden; 
come, and see; whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely. 


2. “Hear”: this, too is a favorite Bible word; 
give ear, O heavens, and hear, O earth, for the 
Lord hath spoken; O, earth, earth, earth, hear the 
word of the Lord; He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear; listen, and you shall live. 


3. “Seek”: they that seek Me early shall find 
Me; seek Him with the whole heart. Seek Him as a 
miner seeks for gold, as an explorer seeks for new 
lands, as a pioneer seeks a homestead, as a 
scientist seeks some new knowledge of the world 
and of men. 
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4. “Call”: it takes faith to call, as it does to 
come, or seek, or hear. God never turns a deaf ear 
to the cry of the human heart, even though that 
cry be feeble, and comes “out of the depth” of 
human sin. 


5. “Forsake’”’: our way and our thoughts. The 
acceptance of God’s invitation means saying “No” 
to the invitations of Satan and the world; we can- 
not accept both; what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? The Prodigal turned his back on the pig 
sty when he turned his face toward Home. Our 
ways, the way of the unregenarate man, are not 
God’s ways. Men’s “Ways” often keep them from 
accepting the invitation; their “Thoughts” often 
keep them from being saved. Naaman almost missed 
being healed because he said, “I thought.’”’ At the 
advice of his servants he changed his thoughts, 
= age flesh came back as the flesh of a little 
child. 


III. The Result of Acceptance: 10-13. 
1. An Abundant Feast, as we have already seen. 


2. Abundant Pardon, as we see from verse 7: 
“For he will abundantly pardon.” When the 
Prodigal came to his father, was there anything 
lacking in his reception? Have we ever thought 
very much about the wonder of God’s forgiveness? 
What expressions are used in the Bible about this 
forgiveness? 


3. Abundant Refreshing from on high. For us, 
the “times of refreshing have come” from the 
presence of the Lord. Just as the rain and the snow 
refresh the thirsty land, so God refreshes our souls. 
The Word of God becomes a new Book. We find 
in its pages seed for the sower, and bread for the 
eater; every promise becomes ours, every page, 
every line. 


4. Abundant Peace and Joy. We are happy, and 
all the world rejoices with us. December becomes 
as “pleasant as May,” in the words of the Hymn. 
The mountains and hills sing; the trees clap their 
hands; Heaven rejoices over one sinner who re- 
pents; all Nature joins with heaven. This is 
beautiful and inspired imagery, of course, but it 
becomes a real and rich experience to many a 
converted man. I heard my brother preach from 
this chapter, and he said that these words were 
true to him: he was so happy that all the world 
seemed happy too. 


5. An Abundant and Glorious Transformation. 
The curse is now removed: “Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the fir tree.” 


How will you and I treat such an invitation? 
Will we make excuses; will we say, “No?” Will we 
put it off? Or will we say, “Just as I am, I come?” 





Lesson For Nov. 27: Jeremiah— 
A Spokesman Of God 


Scripture: Jeremiah 1; 14:7-22; 20; 22:1-23; 
32:6-10; 37-39. Devotional Reading: Philippians 
1:12-20. The words spoken by Paul in Philippians 
1:20 are as true of Jeremiah as they were of the 
great apostle: “‘that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 
but that with all boldness, as always, so now also 
Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether 
it be by life or by death.’”’ Those who speak for 
God must be ready to live or die for God. Jeremiah 
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was constantly in danger of death, as was Paul, 
and as many missionaries have been since that day. 


A prophet is one who “speaks for God.” Some- 
times he speaks a message calling on people to 
forsake their sins and turn to God; at other times 
he foretells future events. We usually think of 
prophecy in this latter sense, but a large part of 
“prophecy” deals with the moral and spiritual 
conditions of the nation to which the prophet is 
sent, and is a mixture of warning, promises, and 
entreaty. 


Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, lived in sad 
days, and was a much misunderstood and perse- 
cuted prophet. He had to tell of impending doom 
and advise a course which called for surrender to 
the enemy. He was accused of weakening the hands 
of the soldiers, of being unpatriotic, and even 
treasonable. If a prophet can offer hope to his 
people, it is not so distressing, but if he can only 
speak of certain captivity and desolation and ruin 
for his nation and city, then his task is heart- 
rending indeed. 


As we see from the dating of his prophecy, he 
lived and preached during the reigns of Josiah, 
Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah, “‘unto the carrying away 
of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.” 


I. A Spokesman of God must be Called and 
Equipped by the Lord. Jer. 1:1-9. Jeremiah was 
ordained a prophet long before his birth. “For His 
own glory — God has foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass. Men are a part of God’s pre- 
destined plan. Nothing that “happens” in this 
world is a surprise to God, for He knows all things 
from the beginning. 


“The Word of the Lord came unto me.” Here 
is a direct claim to “verbal” inspiration. These 
words were given to him of God. He does not say, 
God inspired my thoughts, and I wrote them down 
in my own words. Why do we consider this kind 
of inspiration unreasonable? If God does reveal 
Himself to man, (and I presume that we agree on 
this), then He must make a true revelation, and 
this has to be expressed in words. A man may 
have noble thoughts, but if he does not have the 
right words then his message is faulty. I think 
all of us at times have thoughts too big for our 
words. It seems to me that the only sure way to 
keep His revelation accurate and free from error 
is for God to give the words as well as the 
thoughts. Certainly, Jeremiah claims a very high 
form of inspiration when he says, “The Word of 
the Lord came unto me.” 


As is so often the case, the prophet is over- 
whelmed: “Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: 
for I am a child.” Humility is a cardinal virtue, 
but it must not lead too far. Moses provoked the 
Lord with his many excuses when God called him 
to return to Egypt. Jeremiah does not seem to have 
erred. He simply states the case, as it appeared 
to him. This is much better than over-confidence 
in one’s ability. 


The Lord immediately rebukes him, but gently, 
and renews the call: “Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and 
whatsoever | command thee thou shalt speak.” 
Then He encourages the prophet, “Be not afraid of 
their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee” 
(Compare with the call of Moses and Joshua). He 
follows this with a sort of ordination: “Then the 
Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth. 
And the Lord said unto me, Behold I have put 
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my words in thy mouth.” If there ever was a man 
clearly ordained to the prophetic office, Jeremiah 
was that man. Would that each one of us who try 
to preach could have a similar experience! 


II. A Spokesman of the Lord has a Two-fold 
Ministry: 1.10-19. 


There is a Destructive side to his work. Just 
as Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil, 
so prophets and preachers have “to root out, and 
to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down.” 
Our Catechism says that in the second petition of 
the Lord’s Prayer we pray that ‘‘Satan’s kingdom 
may be destroyed.” Isaiah said, “‘make straight the 
way of the Lord’’—the mountains must be pulled 
down and the valleys filled up, the crooked places 
made straight, and the rough places smooth. 


Satan and evil men have their strongholds of 
iniquity and vice. There is much in the world that 
needs to be destroyed, and part of our work is to 
pull down the strongholds of Satan. We cannot 
build until we do. We have need for flaming 
evangelists who have no fear of man and for 
reformers whose business is to “turn the world 
upside down.” 


2. There is the Constructive side: “To build and 
to plant:’”’ we must not stop at tearing down and 
cleaning up: there is “The peril of the Empty 
Heart” as Jesus points out in one of His parables. 
We must build up the waste places and plant seed 
in the fallow ground after we have broken it up. 


Ill. A Spokesman of God does not have an easy 
time: Jer. 14:7-22; 20. 


1. It is not easy to tell people about their sins 
and warn them of their danger. While some will 
turn and repent, the majority will usually either 
be indifferent or resent the plain truth. 


2. It is not easy to be in the minority among 
prophets. Jeremiah was confronted with the false 
prophets who prophesied lies in the name of the 
Lord. What is harder to bear than being called a 
fanatic, or a pessimist, or a mossback fundamenta- 
list? This is the charge so often hurled in the face 
of those who are trying to be true to the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. We see the 
lips of many Modernists curl in scorn. They loudly 
proclaim their broad-minded liberalism, but in 
reality they are the most narrow and bigoted of 
men, for they refuse to consider fairly the 
position of the conservatives, but try to “laugh 
them out of court.” Jeremiah was opposed by 
many such prophets. 


3. The work of a real prophet is heart-breaking 
business. Tears are his meat night and day. Jere- 
miah is well called the “‘Weeping Prophet,” prob- 
ably from 9:1: “Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people.” Also in 14:17, 18 we see his tears. 
If a man speaks for God he must have a tender 
heart, for otherwise he could not be true represen- 
tative of the One Who so often grieved over the 
wickedness of mankind. 


4. The true prophet is often a persecuted man. 
When Jesus was upbraiding Jerusalem He spoke 
of this. (Matt. 23:37) 


In Chapter 20 we have Pashur smiting Jeremiah 
and putting him in the stocks. So terrible was this 
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opposition that Jeremiah determined to _ stop 
preaching, (see verse 9) but God would not allow 
him to quit. Do we not often feel the same way? 
I personally get discouraged trying to combat the 
liquor business; it seems a hopeless fight. The same 
is true of other strong entrenched sins. Well is it 
for us if, like Jeremiah, “His Word is a burning 
fire shut up in my bones.” 


5. So trying is his experience that he, like Job, 
curses the day in which he was born. God’s servants 
do not always have an easy job! 


IV. A Spokesman of God Must Deliver his 
Message: 22:1-23. He must speak even to the King, 
his servants, and the people. It was a message of 
denunciation of sin and warning. I am sure that 
Jeremiah would much rather have prophesied good 
things, things which the king and the people would 
like to hear, but only the false prophets could say, 
“Peace, Peace,’ when there was no peace. 


V. God Na > take care of those who speak for 
Him. 37-3 Secuninh was allowed to suffer much 
but when aan was taken, the prophet was 
treated kindly. 


Some Questions For Thought 
And Discussion 


Do we have a right to expect a clear “call to 
preach?” What is the two-fold meaning in Paul’s 
words, ‘‘Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel?” 
Are we losing our tender hearts? Are there many 
who “sigh and cry” for America? Is true preaching 
easy? 
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All God’s Chillun Got A Book 


(A SHORT STORY ) 
By Sylvia Hope 


Atlanta . 


Old Man Adams was worried. He had not slept 
well for two nights, and he had no heart for his 
work. Listlessly, he pursued the round of his 
morning chores, and at noon, when the farm bell 
had summoned his son, John, to dinner, he 
determined to take some action about the matter. 


The matter was involved in a letter that Old 
Man Adams had received in the mail day before 
yesterday. A letter from his eldest son, Winston, 
who was a Presbyterian minister in Atlanta. 


The letter said, in part: 


“I’m sorry you’re disappointed in my preaching, 
Father. It’s difficult, of course, to say exactly 
what you wish to say in the most effective way 
on a radio program. The time allotment is so rigid. 
And there are certain other restrictions . 


“But we’re having a wonderful response to the 
programs. Enthusiastic letters from people of all 
denominations and creeds. Contributions pouring 
in— so that the financial status of our church is 
better than ever before. 


“It shows so clearly the effects of tolerance and 
brotherly love toward those who do not believe 
as we do. 


“In fact, Father, my own beliefs have altered 
considerably since my early days in the ministry. 
You might say I’ve ‘mellowed with age.’ The dog- 
matic doctrines on which I used to pin my faith 
become increasingly foolish and altogether un- 
necessary. 


“After all, if men have a God and a religion 
that satisfies them, if tolerance and understanding 
can promote peace in the world, why cling to a lot 
of outmoded dogmas? 


“Of course, I preach The Bible, but I’m willing 
to admit that a lot of it is not important. There 
is so much controversy on the matter of interpreta- 
aa 


“My idea is to select what is good—that is, what 
will give peace and comfort to the greatest number 
. 7: a ” 
of people—and leave the rest alone...... 


Peace and comfort. Oh, Winston, what do you 
mean by those terms, Have you forgotten that 
Christ is the Prince of Peace: That the Holy 
Spirit is the Comforter: 


The Old Man almost wept as he handed the letter 
to John after dinner. But the expression on John’s 
face as he read was reassuring. Plainly, it showed 
that John was on his father’s side. 


“Of all the tripe!” he snorted, when he had 
finished. ““What’s got into Reverend?” 


The Old Man had to smile. The boys’ nicknames 
for each other, established years ago when they 
all had chosen their careers, had always amused 
him. And more and more he found himself em- 
ploying the nicknames. Besides “Farmer” John 


.. Georgia 


and “Reverend” Winston, there were “Doctor” 
Richard, a physician in the city, and “Professor” 
Charles, teacher of English in a small-town high 
school. 


“TI think what’s got into ‘Reverend’ is Satan 
himself,” the Old Man said crisply. “And, John,” 
he added pleadingly, “‘we’ve got to do something 
about it.” 


“Ts it that serious?” asked John. 


“Serious?” repeated his father. “Of course, it’s 
serious! Think what that sort of namby-pamby 
attitude can lead to! What kind of man could 
trust one God for his own salvation, and still say 
it didn’t matter whether others believed in that 
same God or not? 


“And how can a man truly believe in a God 
whose Word he will not trust?” 


‘We can pray,” suggested John. 

“I’ve been praying for two days,” replied the 
father. “I want you to pray with me, John. Pray 
hard.” 


“T will,” the son promised. “And, father,” he 
said, “don’t worry. It’ll come right.” 


John looked, suddenly, as if he had a plan, but 
he said nothing of it. And the Old Man did not 
question him. 


The next morning, however, while John was in 
the field, the Old Man noticed the flag up on the 
mail box and went to investigate. In the box were 
three letters, addressed to John’s three brothers. 
“Farmer” must have been writing late the night 
before. 


Ten days passed before the Old Man heard 
from Winston again. Then the “Reverend” drove 
down to the farm with his brother, the doctor, to 
spend Sunday with their father. “Professor” came 
too, driving his own little coupe. They arrived in 
time for dinner. 


Lucy, the colored woman who cooked for John 
and his father, had been busy in the kitchen all 
morning. 


“Ah don’ know is no ox in no ditch,” she had 
said at church time, “but dey’s a heap o’ cow in 
dis heah oven. An’ Ah’s a-stayin’ right heah wid 
it. Hit’s seldom Ah gits a chanct t’ cook fuh dem 
boys.” 


The dinner was a masterpiece of culinary art. 
Tender, succulent roast beef with rich, brown 
gravy. Potatoes, baked snowwhite and fluffy. Corn- 
on-the-cob, green beans, squash, and a delicious 
tossed salad. 


“T wouldn’t touch dessert with a ten-foot pole,” 
said “Doc.”, “unless it was one of Lucy’s home- 
made cakes,” he amended, as Lucy came in bearing 
the cake. 
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She set it on the buffet, and began to cut it, 
laying the slices on dessert plates to be served indi- 
vidually. 


“Somep’n wrong wid dis heah cake, Mist’ John. 
Just like Ah tol’ yuh.” 


She set a slice of cake before him, and obviously 
something was wrong with it. 


“You shouldn’t have told me, Lucy,” John said 
wryly. Maybe I’d have been happy enough with 
it, thinking it was all right.” 


The cake was flat and sticky under the white 
frosting. It oozed onto the plate listlessly. 


“What in time’s the matter with it?’”’ asked the 
Old Man. ‘‘Never knew Lucy to make a failure 
before.”’ 


“Mist’ John done lock up de sugar an’ made 
me use syrup in my golden cake recete,” said 
Lucy, plaintively. “Ah got a recete fuh a ‘lasses 
cake, but he bound Ah gon’ make de golden cake 
wid syrup.” 


The brothers looked toward John for an explana- 
tion of this peculiar behavior. “Doc.” hitched his 
chair up nearer the table. 


“Terrific!” he exclaimed, heartily. “Farmer’s got 
the right idea. Why be a slave to a cookbook, 
Lucy? Make cakes your own way. You could work 
up some very soul-satisfying concoctions, with a 
minimum amount of trouble for yourself. And as 
long as they look good on the outside—”’ 


“Just what I told her,’ said John. ‘‘Cookbooks 
are just plain dogmatic, old-fashioned folderol. 
Insisting that you have to make a golden cake with 
sugar! Downright intolerance!’ 

John was laying it on a bit thick, thought the 
Old Man, as the significance of the conservation 
dawned on him. 


“Funny thing,” mused “Doc.”, “I’ve had the 
same notion about medicine. Doctors are a hide- 
bound lot. They latch on to one method of treat- 
ment for a given disease, and persist in using the 
same old method over and over again—especially 
if it cures the disease!” 


“T can imagine how monotonous it is,” said 
“Prof.” 


“Oh, yes,” agreed “Doc.” “If the book says 
surgery is indicated, we make arrangements for 
carving.” 


He tilted his chair slightly, and rested his elbows 
on the table, assuming a confidential manner. 


“I’ve got a cancer patient right now who’s in 
for some surgery. The Book says the type of 
eancer she has is operable, and that permanent 
cure is effected in 90 percent of cases. If I wanted 
to believe that, I could go ahead and operate. But 
how do I know The Book is right? The patient 
dreads an operation. I may just let her drift along, 
keep her comfortable and happy Naturally it 
would be a matter of time. But she’d never 
ee _ ne d 


Winston’s face was wearing a peculiar expres- 
sion. It reminded the Old Man of the day, a long 
time ago, when he had first announced to the 
family that he had been called into the ministry— 
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The boys had been kids then. Even Winston was 
not old enough to begin his ministerial training. 
And they were typical boys. Winston’s announce- 
ment had been greeted with whoops of derision. 
He had left the table abruptly and gone to his own 
room. 


His father, stunned by the unexpected behavior 
of the boys and not knowing immediately how to 
deal with the situation, had followed him. Winston 
was on his knees beside his bed, and his father 
dropped down beside him. 


“Pray with me, Father,” he said, “that I may 
become worthy of the Lord’s calling. The boys 
know me for what I am.” 


No trace of resentment or bitterness. And the 
father had known in that moment that Winston 
was going to be all right. 


Later he had had his talk with the other boys. 
It was a talk that left them chastened and ready 
to apologize to Winston in all humility. It was a 
talk that started the superstructure of the men 
they were to become. The foundation of character 
had been laid.... 


Now “Prof.” took the floor. 


“Tf there’s any book in the world that is am- 
biguous, equivocal, misleading, it is the dictionary,” 
he said. “Look how many different meanings it 
lists after one English word. Think how one has 
to study the language faithfully to be able to 
choose exactly the right word from several that 
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are listed in the dictionary as synonyms. And yet, 


we take this book as an authority on definitions.” 


Winston rose quietly and left the room. Silence 
came immediately and poignantly. The brothers 
looked at each other and at their father in swiftly 
growing consternation. 


The Old Man stood up. 
“T think I know where Winston’s gone,” he said, 
his voice trembling, “and maybe he needs me with 


him right now. But I want you to know I believe 
you’ve done the right thing... .” 


He followed his eldest son through the door. 


Winston was standing in the hall, standing like 
a lost child, afraid to seek the way home. The look 


on him made his father cry inside, but the Old Man 
could say nothing. 


Presently, Winston tossed his head, as if to shake 
off the restraint of bewilderment, and said in a 
small voice, 


“Ts the old room still mine, Father? I’ve got 
some praying to do.” 


The father reached out his arm and drew his 
son close. 


Just then they became aware of a slight move- 
ment at the door, and turning, they saw Lucy, 
tears streaming down her black face. 


“When all us gits th’u prayin’,” she said, “dey’s 
some o’ dat pie lef’ from yesterday, De kin’ Ah 
makes by de book. Praise de Lawd!”’ 





Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For November 
Nov. 20: For Rich Man - Poor Man 


Introduction 


We have thus far this month studied the begin- 
ning of the ministry of the Christian Church as re- 
corded in the second chapter of Acts and we have 
examined how that early church handled its first 
serious problem by electing deacons (Acts 6). 
This week we are to see how that church began 
to move out from Judea in obedience to the Great 
Commission and began its march that has continued 
to the end of the earth. This story is told in Acts 
7-12 and the program is intended to be a study of 
that section of Scripture. 


Of course we do not have the time to thoroughly 
study the passage, but we do want to give it 
careful and serious attention in a way that will 
enable us to get the heart of the message that 
abides for us today. To do this we can look at the 
passage and see the people who preached the 
Christian message, the people to whom the message 
was preached, the nature of the message and the 
result. This will define for us today who should 
preach what message to whom. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. The Kind of People Who Preached the Mes- 
sage. (a) Stephen the Deacon. Acts 7:1-60. (b) 
Philip the Evangelist. Acts 8:5-40. (c) Peter the 
Apostle. Acts 10:1-48. (d) Barnabas the Pastor. 
Acts 11:22-30. (e) Ananias the Layman. Acts 
10:9-19. (f) Paul the Missionary. Acts 11:25-30; 
13:1-3. 


2. The Kind of People to Whom the Message 
Was Preached. (a) To the influential men of the 
city. Acts 6:8-7:50. (b) To the Samaritans—racial 
outeasts. Acts 8:5-8. (c) To the Ethiopian Eunuch 
—a foreigner. Acts 8.26-38. (d) To Saul of Tarsus 
—an upright, religious but unsaved man. Acts 
9.1-2. (e) To Cornelius—a Gentile outsider. Acts 
10:1-48. (f) To all the people who would listen. 
Acts 10:44-48. 


8. The Kind of Message that They Preached. 
(a) It was Bible—centered. Stephen’s sermon. Acts 
7:1-53. (b) It was Christ-centered. Philip to the 
Ethiopian. Acts 8:26-38. (c) It was salvation- 
centered. Peter’s sermon to Sanhedrin. Acts 4:12. 


4. The Result of Their Preaching. The Christian 
church received its name. Acts 11:26. (a) A body 
of people with Jewish background. Christ speaks of 
the Jewish Messiah. (b) A body of people of 
Gentile origin. Christ is the Greek word for Mes- 
siah. (c) A body of people that took in everybody 
—the “ian” is from the Latin. 


Suggestions 


Assign each one of the long passages cited in 
the Scripture lesson to an individual and ask that 
person to read the passage carefully and come 
prepared to tell the story of what happened. Call 
on them each to give their talk after the leader 
has made a short talk explaining the main heading 
under which the talk is being given. After all the 
talks have been given let some one who has read 
the whole body of material sum up the truth that 
the Christian Church has a message that must be 
given to all kinds of people everywhere—trich and 
poor, cultured and uncultured, black and white and 
all colors—and that all the people who belong to 
the church—preacher, officers, and lay people; 
young and old; men and women—must be active 
in passing on the message. Close by emphasizing 
that the Gospel has not changed, it must still be 
even as then, centered in the Christ, the Bible and 
salvation. 


We have just finished the Home Mission study 
season. It might be well to point out that in these 
chapters of study the disciples went everywhere 
preaching the Gospel. That is, everywhere they 
went in their daily life and travels they were 
witnessing to Christ and His power to save. You 
might have a closing talk that develops the truth 
that we have a responsibility to support the home 
missionaries of our church by our prayers and with 
our money, but that also every one of us is a 
home missionary who must go everywhere in the 
daily routine of life preaching Christ by word 
and deed. 
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Nov. 27: An Irresistible Force 


Introduction 


According to the usual standards of judging a 
movement the Christian church was doomed to die 
before it ever got a good start, and in every gener- 
ation the usually effective forces of the world have 
been against it; and yet the Church has moved on 
into every nook and cranny of our world with what 
seems to be an irresistible force. Christ has said 
that He would build His Church upon His own per- 
son and by means of individuals believing on Him 
when they heard the message, and that the gates of 
hell, all the powers of the unseen world, would not 
be able to destroy it. Christ predicted an irre- 
sistible force for His Church. 


But you and I know of local churches that do 
not have such power, and we see periods on history 
when the church universal did not have that power. 
Christ promised that His church would have irresist- 
able power and the church is in the world today 
because the church has had such power; but for 
the local church and for the church in any par- 
ticular period the promise holds good only when 
the church meets the condition for having such 
power. In Acts 13-18 we see the church becoming 
a missionary church and starting its onward 
march, and in that beginning we see also the 
characteristics of a church that claims the promise 
and has the power. Let us run through the story 
of the march of the church through Asia Minor 
and onto “‘our” continent, the continent of Europe, 
and trace some of these marks. But let us examine 
these characteristics of the early church only that 
we may make them characteristic of our church 
in our day. 

Scripture Lesson 


1. That Church Was Sensitive to the Leading of 
the Holy Spirit. Acts 13:1-4. When men and 
women believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
born again the Holy Spirit comes to live in their 
hearts, and from that time on the Holy Spirit 
seeks not only to give them power to live the 
Christian life but also seeks to guide them into the 
fields of service and witness that are according 
to the will of God. No church can truly serve the 
Lord in the place of His will and in the power of 
His person unless the members of that church 
cultivate their spiritual lives to the place that 
they are sensitive to the Mind of the Spirit. 


2. That Church Preached the Word of God. Acts 
13:44-49; 17:23. When the Holy Spirit sent these 
first missionaries out they had one message—they 
preached the Word of God. They had nothing to 
do with social and economic problems as such. 
They did not try to reform the Roman Empire. 
They preached only the Word of God, and for 
them the heart of the Word of God was a message 
of salvation (13:47), a Gospel (14:7) that centered 
in Jesus Christ who died for sin and rose again 
to be victorious over sin. (17:2-3) God still blesses 
to the transformation of all of life the earnest, 
believing preaching of the Word of God. 


3. That Church Emphasized What Is Vital. Acts 
15:19-27. When Paul returned from his first 
missionary journey he found the church split up 
in theological controversy. He had preached that 
men are saved and become born again children of 
God by faith alone and that nothing else was 
required. But certain ones in the Judean church 
were claiming that faith was not enough, circumci- 
sion and other legal practices must be added. The 
church considered the issue and decided on the 
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vital essential-salvation by faith followed by a 
consistent life that gave offense to none. Had the 
church remembered this many of the useless con- 
troversies about mode of baptism, manner of 
celebrating Communion, and organization for 
church government would have been avoided. 


4. That Church Was Obedient to the Call of God. 
Acts 16:6-12. On Paul’s second missionary journey 
he sought to revisit the churches of Asia Minor 
but he was hindered by some providential means 
that he does not reveal. When he came to Troas 
he knew why for God led him to cross to the 
continent of Europe and plant the Gospel on that 
continent from which it has spread to the four 
corners of the earth. When Paul received the call 
he immediately obeyed the call and crossed to 
Philippi. 

5. That Church Was Triumphant Under All 
Circumstances. Acts 16:25-29. Paul labored so 
powerfully in Philippi that he soon caused the 
opposition to seek to stop his message by putting 
him in jail. Under the circumstances Paul and 
Silas could well have fell silent and sullen into a 
period of feeling sorry for themselves and com- 
plaining against the God who had thus withdrawn 
His love. But at midnight they were singing hymns 
and praising God, and by their praise God opened 
the doors of the prison and effective testimony 
was given. When we triumph over circumstances 
we triumph over the souls of sinful men. 


6. That Church Was Faithful to the Whole 
Counsel of God. Acts 17:30-31. On Mars Hill in 
Athens Paul was preaching to men who prided 
themselves on their intellectual development and 
their reasonableness. But Paul did not pull his 
punches. He gave the simple Gospel message and 
called the attention of these men to the judgment 
of God. All too often we like to dwell on the love 
of God and the promises of great power and a 
glorious future, but we are afraid to bear down 
on the judgment of God and His call to repentance. 
To be used we must without fear or favor declare 
the whole counsel of God, emphasizing both the 
goodness and severity of God. 


7. That Church Was Courageous in Giving 
Testimony. Acts 18:9-11; 18:25-26. God told Paul 
to be courageous in proclaiming the truth and 
Paul went into the very heart of the enemies’ 
territory and boldly proclaimed the truth. All too 
often we get weak knees and become tongue- -tied 
when we face ridicule or opposition. 

Suggestions 

The leader can introduce the program with the 
introduction, outlined above. Then several different 
people can present the different parts of the 
Scripture lesson. Following this some one should 
trace something of the history of the church since 
Acts closed, and the final talk should be one that 
sums up the characteristics we need in our church 
today if our church is going to carry forward the 
irresistable march of the church. 
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Church Woman's Calendar 
November 1949 


Nov. 1-6: Days in the Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for Home Missions. 


Nov. 5: World Community Day, with special over- 
seas relief project, ““Pieces For Peace.” 


Nov. 13: Assembly’s Youth Sunday. 
Nov. 20-27: Orphans’ Home Week. 
Nov. 24: Thanksgiving Day. 


Circle Meeting - Topic: “The Passover With His 
Own,” based on John 138,14. 


Monthly Emphasis: Evangelism. 


General Meeting - Topic: “Inter-Church Aid” 
(Overseas Relief). 


Five-minute message by Secretary of Spiritual Life 
and Evangelism. 





READ THIS 


Before You Make Your Gift 
To Home Missions 


If we estimate the membership of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States at 600,000 and 
each member would spend fifteen minutes a day 
praying for the work of our Church at home and 
abroad, it would be the equivalent of one person 
praying continuously 24 hours of the day each day 
of the year, for 17 years. 


If every member were to give 10c a day for 
Home Missions one year, that would mean over 
$3,000,000 for this work; 15¢c a day for World 
Missions would bring in over $4,000,000 — the 
amount set to be given to World Missions for the 
five years of the Program of Progress. 


“In the business of missions, prayer comes first. 
When Jesus looked upon the whitened harvest 
fields, He might have called immediately for 
laborers, or organization, or money. Each plays 
an important part in the missionary enterprise. But 
more important is the release of the divine power 
through prayer. So Jesus put prayer foremost in 
the business of missions. 


“And in the business of prayer, missions comes 
first. When Jesus taught his diciples to pray, He 
said, ‘When ye pray, say Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed by Thy name...’ That was the 
reverent approach. Then what? ‘Thy kingdom come.’ 
That means missions. ‘Daily bread’ and selfish 
interests follow. Seek ye first the kingdom... and 
things shall be added...’ So Jesus put missions 
first in the business of prayer.’’* 


*Mills J. Taylor, in The Garden of Prayer, and 
reprinted in Christian World Facts, 1950. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





“What We Did About The 
Program Of Progress” 


In the year, 1947, the Women of the Church of 
the Greenville (Miss.) First Presbyterian Church 
became more and more concerned as the reports 
from the Presbyterian Program of Progress kept 
coming in, showing how far short of the objectives 
of the Program of Progress, set for us by the 
General Assembly, we were falling. Surely we 
women could do something about it if we tried. 
So, following up one of the suggestions sent out 
by the Committee on the Program of Progress, a 
group of our women decided that prayer could be 
our beginning service “to do something about it,’ 
and that is how our week-day prayer groups were 
born. 


In one of our Women of the Church general 
meetings our Secretary of Spiritual Life introduced 
the idea to the entire group and asked for volun- 
teers who would be willing to sponsor such a prayer 
group each week on a particular day and at a 
specified hour. Three women, living in different 
parts of town, responded so three prayer groups 
were organized. 


Our aim was to have a prayer group within 
walking distance of every woman, but the response 
was not large enough to achieve that aim, at 
once. Each group determined the day and the hour 
which would best suit their convenience for attend- 
ing and the entire group determined how best they 
would like to carry on. The one thing we all 
stressed was that the service last only thirty 
minutes and begin on time. All the groups begin 
the service at 10:00 A.M. and end promptly at 
10:30 A.M. 


These services are all very informal, no one 
feels that she has to dress up in order to come and 
no one is made to feel uncomfortable for fear of 
being called on to lead in prayer. Each group’s 
order of service varies. All include brief Scripture 
reading and meditation, but the meetings are 
primarily for prayer, when we remember the things 
upon our hearts, such as: 


All in authority in our Nation, that they be God 
fearing and God guided. 


Those in our State and local government, that 
they seek God’s guidance in everything they do. 


Our minister and his wife and the program they 
are carrying out in our local church. 


Our Sunday school and its teachers, for our 
Chapel group. 


Those that are sick in mind or body, those in 
our local hospital (frequently mentioning names.) 


Several points are emphatically stressed at all 
times and we feel that this has contributed much 
to the interest and attendance: 

1. Punctuality in starting and stopping. 


2. Informality of dress. 
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3. Informality of the service. 

4. The power it can bring into each individual’s 
life. 

5. Attendance is voluntary. 


After the organizational meeting, no one was 
called and reminded to come. Those who have been 
coming regularly, look forward to it, and have 
said: that these little pauses in the daily rush, 
mean much to them, and we believe that they are 
enriching our service for Christ. 

— Mrs. Owen S. McCoy. 





The General Assembly's 
Training School 


The General Assembly’s Training School in its 
thirty-sixth annual session has an enrollment of 
122, including 49 seniors, 63 juniors, and 10 ir- 
regular students. Representing 56 colleges and uni- 
versities, these students come from 20 states and 


two foreign countries. Virginia leads with 21 
students, followed by North Carolina with 10, 


Florida with 13, Texas with 9 and Georgia and 
South Carolina each with 8 students enrolled. Two 
students from Germany are enrolled, Margarete 
Hirsch, who lived in England during the war, and 
Helga Letzmann of Hanover, Germany, recom- 
mended by the World Council of Churches. Also 
enrolled is Sylvia Lima, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Of the colleges Agnes Scott leads with 11 
students, followed by Florida State University with 
9, Flora Macdonald and Montreat College, each 
with six, and Queens and Woman’s College, Univer- 
sity of North Carolina, each with five students 


YET TO BE REACHED 
YOUR GOAL FOR DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


The story is abroad in the land. Davidson College must stabilize its 
present and insure its future. This will require no less than $2,500,- 


To date $1,830,000.00 has been received in pledges and cash. $670,- 
000.00 must yet be secured. Any delay in the completion of this ef- 
fort is a hindrance to the Davidson program of Christian Educa- 


Now is the time to offer your gift. Regardless of size, it will be 
treasured by succeeding generations of youth. 


Must Be 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE — DAVIDSON, N.C. 
J. R. Cunningham, D.D., LL.D., President 
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enrolled. Of the 122 students enrolled, 83, or 68 
percent are graduate students. 


Two students are daughters of missionaries 
serving in Africa and Brazil. Three missionaries 
now on furlough are enrolled for classes and one 
of these, Miss Charlotte Taylor, of Recife, Brazil, 
is teaching a special course in missions during the 
fall quarter. Miss Taylor is particularly well quali- 
fied for this work, having served before the war as 
a missionary in Japan, and since 1944 in Brazil as 
a teacher in the Agnes Erskine School of Recife. 


Student Body officers for the session are Mary 
Stuart Hatch, Charlotte, N. C., president; Neva 
Delgado, Tampa, Fla., vice-president; Marian Fisk, 
Atlanta, Ga., Secretary; Elizabeth Mattison, Colum- 
bia, S. C., treasurer. 





Meeting Of The Women Of 
Appalachia Synod 


The thirty-fifth annual meeting of the Women of 
the Church, Synod of Applachia, was held in th: 
Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville, N. C., Sept. 
27th-28th-29th, with the President, Miss Katherin« 
Carson, presiding. The theme of this meeting was 
Evangelism-Stewardship. 


During the Tuesday afternoon session reports 
were given by the different officers and chairmen 
of committees, followed by an interesting round 
table discussion by the four Presbyterial Presidents. 


Dr. James Sprunt, Chairman Synod’s Committe 
on Woman’s Work, was the speaker for the evening, 
bringing a message on Evangelism and Stewardship. 
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“THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER” 


Sleeps in Arlington, in London, in Paris, and in Rome, honored 
highly and esteemed gratefully by those countries. They are re- 


membered. 


Many an equally faithful Soldier of the Cross needs and deserves 
the honor and gratitude and rembrance of the Church in an heroic 
struggle with poverty and with want. Will you be grateful and re- 


member P 


A Check Today — A Legacy In Your Will 


THE BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Wade H. Boggs - Executive Secretary — William H. Hopper - Treasurer 
410 URBAN BLDG. — LOUISVILLE 2, KY. 
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On Wednesday morning Mrs. Ben Knox, a mem- 
ber of the staff of the Committee on Woman’s 
Work, conducted a most interesting workshop for 
Cause Secretaries; Dr. Sam Burney Hay told of 
the work at Stillman College, and Miss Eleanor 
Foxworth spoke on Christian Education. As the 
work of the church is being reorganized, Miss 
Katherine Carson explained the reorganization 
plans, showing these plans in detail on a large 
chart. Officers were elected during the afternoon, 
and Dr. R. T. L. Liston, President of King College, 
told of what the women might do for the College. 
After the close of the afternoon session a tea was 
given at Fassfern School for Girls, with Mrs. John 
L. Sevier as hostess. 


The highlight of the Wednesday evening session 
was a special Home Mission message by Mrs. Patsy 
Bratton Turner, who told of her work in Kentucky, 
and the many wonderful things which have been 
accomplished through prayer and work. The even- 
ing offering was given to Mrs. Turner to be used 
by her in the great work she is doing. 


The principal speaker Thursday morning was Dr. 
Rupert McGregor, President of the Montreat As- 
sociation. Reports of Standing and Special Com- 
mittees were given; officers were installed by Mrs. 
Knox, and the meeting adjourned after the singing 
of the hymn, ‘“‘Blest be the tie that binds,” and the 
benediction. The next meeting will be in Wythe- 
ville, Va., in September 1950. 





Write For Free Copy Of Catalogue 
Of Evangelical Books 
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Meeting Of The Women Of 
Mississippi Synod 


The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Presby- 
terian Women of the Synod of Mississippi was held 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Columbus, 
Miss., October 6-7 with an all time record of 
delegates in attendance. 


The executive board meetings and _ general 
business sessions of the two-day conference, which 
had for its theme, “Reflecting His Glory,” were 
presided over by the Synodical President, Mrs. I. 
O. Alexander. 


Outstanding speakers included the Rev. Mare C. 
Weersing, pastor of the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson, and the Rev. R. A. Bolling, 
D.D., of Cleveland, Chairman of Woman’s Work 
in the Synod. 


The pastor of the host Church, the Rev. Horace 
L. Villee, D.D., presided at the Thursday evening 
service, when the newly elected officers were in- 
stalled by Mrs. B. L. Parkinson, and the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper was observed. 


A full and interesting schedule of business and 
pleasure occupied the visitors’ two-day program. 
Mrs. Julian Gardner, president of the hostess group, 
with a committee of women from the Columbus 
Church, was in charge of arrangements for the 
conference. 


Synodical officers include, in addition to Mrs. 
I. QO. Alexander, Liberty, president; Mrs. Omar 
Simmons, Newton, vice-president; Mrs. D. D. Mc- 
Lean, Gloster, recording secretary; Miss Lillian 
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Schneider, McComb, corresponding secretary; Mrs. 
Hugh L. White, Columbia, treasurer; Mrs. Pearl C. 
Jenkins, Decatur, Ga., historian; and Mrs. Ivy G. 
Hill, Cleveland, parliamentarian. 


Church News 


The Federal Council 
Goes To Court 











New York, N. Y. Oct. 12 (AP)—tThe Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America is 
asking the U. S. Supreme Court to review the case 
of a Negro who seeks admission to the University 
of Texas where segregation prevails. 


The Council announced today that its brief, the 
first it ever has submitted to the high court, was 
filed in Washington in the case of Herman Marion 
Sweatt. 


The announcement said the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. (Southern) disassociated itself from 
the council’s stand. 


The council’s brief said “segregation in matters 


of the mind and spirit means second class citizen- 
ship.” 





Union Theological 
Seminary 


To help with the teaching of Union Seminary’s 
largest body in history, Rev. Howard Macrae has 
been added to the faculty as instructor in Greek 
and Hebrew. 


Coming to the Seminary from his pastorate in 
Altavista, Virginia, Mr. Macrae began his work 
this season. He had served as language instructor 
from 1935-1939, after completing work at King 
College, Duke University and Union. 


Besides pastorates at Hopkinsville, Ky., and 
Hamlet, N. C., Mr. Macrae has taught at Stuart 
Robinson School and King College. 


The increased student group exceeds last year’s 
record-breaking student body by 20 percent, due 
mainly to an incoming class this year 50 percent 
larger than in 1948. Registrar James E. Bear lists 
63 men as regular junior classmen with nine special 
students and 10 graduate students. 

To teach and house these men properly, Union 
has sectioned classes in Greek, Hebrew, Missions, 
Speech, Homiletics, and other subjects. Furniture 
has been reconditioned and new sets purchased so 
that men could be crowded two and three to 
dormitory rooms. The Library has been revamped 
in the East Wing to make a large parallel reading 
room and free the reference room for individual 
study. Four dozen additional chairs have been 
purchased to seat these enlarged classes. 

Living accomodations are strained. The Neill Ray 
House was purchased last spring to house six 
married couples and to provide a social-recreational 
center. Architects are drawing plans for four effi- 
ciency apartments to be constructed in the spacious 





garage of the Neill Ray property, which is adjacent 
to the campus. 


Athletic facilities have also been improved, using 
funds provided last winter by the local campaign 
to celebrate “Our Fifty Years in Richmond.” An 
outdoor, all-weather facility with 4 tennis courts 
and space for basketball, badminton and volleyball 
was completed last week. 

Dr. Lucien Rimbault is here as a visiting pro- 
fessor from the Theological Faculty of the Univer- 
sity of Montpellier, France. Several outstanding 
speakers have been on the campus during the first 
month of school—Dr. C. Irving Lewis, of Peters- 
burg, Va., was the speaker at the opening of the 
138th session; Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre, of Andover- 
Newton Theological School, Newton Center, Mass., 
gave a two-lecture series on the Church, speaking 
under the auspices of the Student Ecumenical 
Committee; Rev. Richard C. Smith, of the Moun- 
taineer Mining Mission, Morgantown, W. Va., gave 
an illustrated lecture on “Can the Kingdom of 
Coal Become the Kingdom of God?” as part of his 
visit here to relate his work as a home missionary 
in the coal fields; and Dr. Rimbault spoke at a 
convocation on “The Church in Captivity,” telling 
of the European Church during World War II. 


The annual student-faculty retreat was held at 
Massanetta Springs late in September, with Dr. 
B. R. Lacy as principal speaker, and Jack Lan- 
caster, of Dallas, Texas, in charge. 


The Board Of World Missions 
Hears Dr. Stuart On China 

Two significant events made the first meeting of 
the Board of World Missions, October 11, pro- 
foundly moving. The first began with the solemn 
reading by Dr. Walter L. Caldwell of the first eight 
verses of the first chapter of the Acts. He called to 
the attention of those present the fact that we are 
at last putting aside the word and concept of ‘“‘for- 
eign”’ missions and reaching out to the broader and 
more significant term of World Missions. Following 
a prayer of rededication, all members present 
signed the necessary papers which legally changed 
the name of the Executive Committee of Foreign 

Missions to the Board of World Missions. 


The second event was even more moving. Dr. J. 
Leighton Stuart, who went to China as a mis- 
sionary of our Church in 1904, was presented to 
the Board of World Missions as Ambassador of the 
United States to China. To him this meeting was a 
homecoming, a re-identification with the Church to 
which he gives first allegiance. To those who stood 
to welcome Dr. Stuart, there was awareness of and 
reverence for the great service he has rendered to 
his Church and his country in the long, difficult 
years in China. 

For more than three hours the members of the 
Board asked Dr. Stuart questions and he answered 
them with thoughtfulness and frankness. It was 
very helpful to know just how things were going in 
China and to get his estimate of probable future 
developments. Since he is the Ambassador to China, 
and since the situation there is still so clouded and 
uncertain, Dr. Stuart asked that he not be quoted 
in the press at any point. For that reason the ex- 
perience cannot be shared directly with the Church 


through its papers. But it is assuring to know that 
the Board of World Missions can profit by the 
counsel and advice of Dr. Stuart as policy is form 
ulated and plans made for the mission of the 
—Rowena McCutchen. 


Church in China. 
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American Tract Society 


The American Tract Society, 21 West Forty- 
Sixth Street, New York 19, N. Y., has added to its 
line of gospel tracts three new and important 
titles. “Jesus Sits By The Treasury,” dealing with 
Christian stewardship, was prepared for the Society 
by Dr. William Ward Ayer, of the Calvary Radio 
Ministry, New York. “Go Ye Into All The World,” 
an eight-page folder on the importance of foreign 
missions, was written by Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer, 
pioneer missionary to the Near East. “Where Do 
They Come From,” dealing with alcoholism, is the 
third tract. The author is Dr. Addison C. Raws, of 
the Keswick Colony of Mercy in New Jersey. The 
Society will send samples of its tracts free upon 
request. 





Foreign Mission Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1948, to Sept. 30, 1948 . $390,359.58 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Sept. 30, 1949 378,408.37 
UI ka sisssccetticnechiadiessts hte le teat hae ri $ 11,951.21 


Program Of Progress 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Sept. 30, 1949 (Net) $117,765.11 











Training School Contributions 


Contributions (Including Program of Progress) 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 


Month Of September 
1949 1948 


GI” Kciesidnsteipsasipmainonninainines $ 3,537.55 
Total To Date 
1949 1948 
CGN. kicstddihnadasttnbadaadeaiuninibcnns tial $24,375.91 


*Includes Program of Progress. 





YOUTH FOR CHRIST 


Chicago, Ill—William C. Bond of Washington, 
D. C., for the past two years treasurer of Youth 
for Christ International, has been named business 
manager of the organization which is spearheading 
world evangelization in this generation. 


Bond has been employed in large scale real estate 
management in Washington and only recently 
owned and sold one of the largest buildings in 
downtown Washington, D. C. Educated at La- 
fayette University, the University of Virginia and 
the Harvard Graduate School of Business Adminis- 
tration, he learned the lumber business under his 
father and owned his own saw mill when only 21 
years of age. 


Bond has traveled around the world in behalf of 
Youth for Christ and the Christian Business Men’s 
Committees. He also is on the Board of the Chris- 
tian Laymen’s Crusade, Province Bible Institute 
and Washington Bible Institute. 


He was converted when at Harvard University in 
meetings conducted by Homer Hammontree and 
Richard Oliver. Oliver steered him to Providence 
Bible Institute, where he studied for three years 
while he ran the extension department as well. 








Jisin up a child in 

the stay he should 
Go... and when he is 
old he will not depart 
Jrom wz.” PROV. 22:6. 


BIBLE STORY BOOK 


| the family favorite! Always new, 
always fresh. True to the Bible. En- 

dorsed by leaders in all denominations. 
Easy to read and to understand. Makes 
Bible facts and events interesting! Im- 
plants in young minds the principles of 
Christian living. Illustrated throughout 
with Bible pictures, many in beautiful 
colors. Sturdily bound. 234 stories; 608 
pages. Lots of extra features. No other 


wom | 


CIRCULAR 







Special “Child Cul- 

Describes many ture’”” Edition—$3.95 

other approved 
Bible-story 


picture books 


De Luxe Fabrikoid 
Gift Edition— $4.95 


ORDER FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SUPPLY DEALER 


Warne Lresd \worann 





“Everything in recent years,” Bond said in ac- 
cepting the post, “has prepared me for this oppor- 
tunity. I feel that Youth for Christ has a better 
chance to spearhead the evangelization of the 
world in this generation than almost any other 
agency. I’m here because I feel it is the greatest 
opportunity in the world.” 





Synod Of Alabama 


The Synod of Alabama, along with the Synods 
of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee, met at 
Southwestern College, Memphis, Tenn., September 
19th—September 21st. Dr. William Crowe, at one 
time minister of the Idlewild Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, Tenn., and presently minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Talladega, Alabama, 
preached the opening sermon for the four Synods. 

The Reverend W. W. Glass, Minister, First Pres- 
byterian Church, Decatur, Alabama, was elected 
Moderator. Mr. John M. Ward, an Elder in Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, Ala., was the 
retiring Moderator. 


This meeting of the Synod of Alabama was held 
in conjunction with the Centennial and Inaugural 
Celebration of Southwestern College at Memphis. 
Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes was inaugurated as the new 
president of the college. Speakers appearing on 
the program were: Dr. George A. Buttrick, 
Minister, Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
New York, N. Y.; Mr. Lawrence I. McQueen, 
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Pittsburgh, Pa.; Dr. Guy E. Snavely, Executive 
Director of the Association of American Colleges; 
Dr. Oliver C. Carmichael, President of the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching; Dr. 
Donald J. Cowling, President-Emeritus of Carleton 
College; Dr. Thomas K. Young, Minister, Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn. 


Dr. Charles E. Diehl retired as president of 
Southwestern after 32 years. 


Committee reports occupied the business sessions 

the Synod. The Synod of Alabama adopted a 
Benevolence Budget amounting to $266,500.00. 
Dr. Henry E. Russell, Minister, Trinity Presby- 
terian Church, Montgomery, Alabama, reported on 
the status of the Student Work Financial Campaign, 
and stated that $157,714.00 has been raised toward 
the goal of $250,000.00. 


of 


The next meeting of Synod of Alabama will take 
place at the First Presbyterian Church, Anniston, 
Alabama, September 18, 1950. 





“Christ And His Church” 


Copies of the messages recently delivered over 
94 stations on the Presbyterian Hour are available 
in tract form. 


These messages contain positive statements of 
our Protestant and Reformed faith according to 
the interpretation of the individual speakers. 


As long as the supply lasts they will be sent 
to those requesting them free of charge with the 
hope that those who get copies will read them 
carefully and pass them on to others. In addition 
to the sermons heard on the air, we had a special 
message prepared by Dr. William Childs Robinson 
of Columbia Seminary on the topic, “The Presby- 
terian Church.” A copy of this message went out 
with every request that came in for the others. 
Extra copies of this message are also available. 
The complete list is as follows: 


“What Is The Church?” Dr. Felix B. Gear. 

“Walking In The Light.”” Dr. W. A. Alexander. 

“The Bible - The Authority Of The Church.” Dr. 
W. W. Arrowood. 

“Christ Alone The Head Of The Church.” Dr. W. J. 
Millard. 

“The Genius Of The Protestant Church.” Dr. James 
I. McCord. 

“A Free Church In A Free State.’’ Senator John C. 
Stennis. 

“The Church - The Hope Of The World.” Dr. Ver- 
non S. Broyles. 

“Christ’s Command: Go And Make Disciples.”’ Rev. 
A. G. Edwards. 

“Christ’s Command: Teach Them To Observe.” Dr. 
R. L. McLeod, Jr. 

“The Mother Heart Of The Church.” Rev. M. C. 
Macqueen. 

“The Church And Her Laymen.” Mr. N. B. Ethe- 
ridge. 

“The Universal Church.” Dr. Robert F. Jones. 

“The Church Triumphant.” Rev. Wm. B. Oglesby, 
Jr. 

“The Presbyterian Church.” Dr. 
Robinson. 
Send in your requests for any or all of these 

messages, stating the number you would like to 

have, to: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RADIO COMMITTEE 
36 Hunter St., S.W. — Atlanta, Ga. 


William Childs 


GO 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 











Resolutions Of Enoree 


Presbytery 


The following resolutions were passed at the 
Summer meeting of Enoree Presbytery, and are 
passed on to you in accordance with the action 
requested by the resolutions: 


“In regard to the matter of the failure to elect 
Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D., Retiring Moderator of 
the General Assembly, as a commissioner to the 
General Assembly of 1949, your committee recom- 
mends: 


1. That the Presbytery express regret that the 
usual custom of the Church was not followed in 
this instance and admits its error in this connection. 

2. That the Presbytery express anew the high 
honor, love and esteem in which Dr. Fulton is held 
by all the Presbyters and Churches in its bounds. 

3. That a copy of these resolutions be furnished 
to the Christian Observer, The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, and the Presbyterian Outlook, and 
a copy be forwarded to Dr. Fulton. 


Respectfully submitted, 

J. P. Glenn, Acting Chairman, 
John McSween, 

Nominations Committee of 
Enoree Presbytery. 


Presbytery Of Mobile 


Opening the Fall Meeting of Mobile Presbytery 
at the Presbyterian Church of Monroeville, October 
11, 1949, Senator Bruce Henderson, retiring 
Moderator, charged the present lack of temperance 
in the State of Alabama to the “inactivity of 
Church people.” 


Senator Henderson, who is a leading member of 
the Alabama legislature and an Elder of the Cam- 
den Church, charged the ministry of neglect in 
presenting the subject of temperance from the 
pulpit, and declared that “in our capacity as 
proprietors of the State Stores System we are 
accessory to the hosts of physical degenerations, 
insanity, heart diseases, that are the result of 
drunkenness.” 


He pointed out that as a source of State Revenue 
the State Store system is a fake, for, he said, “any 
system that sends $33,000,000 a year out of the 
State (to buy liquor) without bringing back some- 
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thing of constructive value is a drain that cannot 
fail to be a cumulative strain on our economy. A 
system so susceptible to greed, graft, corruption 
and dishonest dealings always costs more to the 
State than the profit it creates.”” Senator Hender- 
son estimated that the 2 percent sales tax on the 
amount of money spent at State Stores would net 
more revenue than the actual profits reported, and 
1e also showed how corruption in Alabama’s system 
had been covered up by “doctoring” of recent 
annual reports. He declared further, “‘As a system 
for liquor control the Alabama State Liquor Store 
system ... is a contemptible mockery. The name 
yf the act is “An Act to Promote Temperance 
and to Suppress the Evils of Intemperance.”’ Under 
this guise we began with sales of $6,000,000 in 
1937... and went to $47,000,000 in 1948.” Re- 
ferring in conclusion to the courage of Jesus, 
Senator Henderson asked Presbytery: “If Christian 
people don’t offer the leadership (to oppose the 
vils of the present system), from where is the 
leadership to come?” 


In connection with its action to reorganize the 
committees of Presbytery to conform with the new 
plan for the General Assembly, Mobile Presbytery 
made a partial answer to Senator Henderson’s 
challenge. It directed its Commission on Standing 
Rules and Procedure, to which the matter of re- 
organization was referred, to include a Committee 
on Christian Relations, or its equivalent under the 
new plan. 

In addition the Presbytery voted to hear the 
head of the Alabama Temperance Alliance at its 
next meeting which will be held at the Camden 
Church on January 10, 1950, with Rev. J. H. Bogie 
as moderator. 

Mobille Presbytery also voted to invite repre- 
sentative deacons to its Winter Meeting to hear a 
special presentation of its Benevolence Work. 
Ammendments to the Book of Church Order were 
approved as sent down from the General Assembly. 
Commissioners to the next General Assembly were 
elected as follows: Rev. J. H. Bogie, Principal; Dr. 
J. C. Frist, Alternate; Elder Andrew Edington, 
Central Church, Mobile, Principal and Elder W. N. 
Roberts, Brewton, First Church, Alternate. 


James H. Gailey, Jr., Stated Clerk. 





The Presbytery Of Brazos 


The Presbytery of Brazos met in Stated Fall 
Session at Beaumont, Texas, September 13 and 14, 
1949. Rev. Edward E. Mulliner was elected modera- 
tor and Rev. Lawrence Malley temporary clerk. 


Commissions reported the ordination of Mr. Fred 
Z. Woodward, assistant pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Galveston; the ordination and 
installation of Mr. Ernest L. Helsley, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Lake Jackson; the 
organization of the Drake Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Orange, and the installation of Rev. C. 
M. Boyd as pastor of that church. Commissions 
were appointed to ordain and install Mr. J. Robert 
Durway as pastor of the Eagle Lake Church, and 
to install Rev. Stuart McC. Rohre as pastor of the 
Rusk Church. 

A Special Committee was appointed to study the 
plan of reorganization and report at the adjourned 
meeting. Presbytery also named a Board of Direc- 
tors for its camp at Livingston. The reports of 
commissioners to the General Assembly were heard 
and the following commissioners to the 1950 As- 
sembly were elected: Principal Ministers—John E. 





DWIGHT L. MOODY 
Introduction By Charles R. Erdman 
The best of Moody’s early sermons 
just as they fell from his inspired 
lips; not a single word has been 
altered or left out—not a line or 
phrase “edited.”” This is the real 
Moody, the evangelist who cap- 
tured the soul of America; this, in- 
deed, is Moody speaking, as he 
stood before his people and talked 
to them in their own language. 

$2.25 
CHARLES H. “SPU RGEON 
Introduction By 

Andrew W. Blackwood 
Never before published in _ this 
country, this collection of com- 
munion talks and two particularly 
inspiring sermons gives us Charles 
H. Spurgeon at his quiet, earnest 
best. Beginning his ministry at 16, 
he was beloved by the great and 
the obscure; his tabernacle seated 
25,000 persons and was never large 
enough. A rare opportunity to re- 
ceive inspiration from the pen of 
this “‘Prince of Preachers” of a 
past | generation. $2.25 


GREAT PU L PIT MASTERS 
These are the first two volumes of 
a new series, Great Pulpit Masters. 
Subsequent volumes will include 
works of outstanding pulpit masters 
of a past generation including: R. 
A. Torrey, Gipsy Smith, A. J. Gor- 
don, F. B. Meyer, G. Campbell Mor- 
gan and others. Beautifully printed, 
sturdily bound, they will prove a 
welcome addition to the study book 
shelf or the family library. 

At All Bookstores 


Fleming H. Revell Company — New York 10 














McLean, Henry W. Quinius, Jr., R. A. Deison, 
William H. Foster, and Erwin G. Culley; Alternate 
Ministers—C. H. Smith, Marion F. Reynolds, James 
I. MeCord, T. E. Hoolsema, and E. O. Harrell; 
Principal Elders—M. E. McCord, H. B. Bringhurst, 
Brooks Hasty, Grant Webster, and J. M. McCoy; 
Alternate Elders—A. S. Hurst, H. L. Reynolds, H. 
W. G. Lovinge, Norman Jensen, and G. H. Cassil. 


Presbytery received under its care William Jethro 
Fogleman, Carl Burdette Boone, and Brose Earl 
Butler, Jr. The amendments to the Book of Church 
Order were approved as sent down by the Assembly. 
In connection with the report of the Committee of 
Religious Education, Presbytery heard an introduc- 
tion to the Re-Study Report. 

An invitation from the Rusk Church for the next 
Stated Meeting of Presbytery was accepted. Follow- 
ing the Communion Service, Presbytery adjourned 
to meet at 9:30 A.M. November 15, 1949, at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Houston. 

Albert E. Ruhmann, Stated Clerk. 





Ministers Of Greater Kingsport 
(Tenn.) Area Form Association 


At a recent organizational meeting of the eight 
Presbyterian Ministers of the Greater Kingsport 
Area, plans were laid for a Ministers’ Association. 
Rev. M. O. Summers, of the First Presbyterian 
Church, was elected Chairman, and Rev. John R. 
MacKinnon, of the Waverly Road Church, Sec- 
retary. The purpose of this organization will be to 
co-ordinate the work of the various Churches in 
the fields of Evangelism, Religious Education, and 
Church Music. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


“Modern Tower of Babel.’”’ By Carl McIntire. 
Published by Christian Beacon Press, Collingswood, 
N. J. Price $1.50. In this volume the author dis- 
cusses two church councils: the World Council of 
Churches, and the International Council of Chris- 
tian Churches. Each council is discussed by com- 
parison with the other, and both in the light of the 
Bible. Here is an unfolding of the story of the 
conflicts and issues involved between the two 
present-day church councils. “It is a story that 
finds its parallel repeatedly in the history of the 
church and, particularly, in the battle recorded 
in the Scriptures. No one can study the issues and 
live in the vital conflict, as I have during these 
last fifteen years, without realizing that God 
Almighty has His hand in them, and that the Bible 
itself speaks of these days,” says the author. 


Mr. McIntire presents the International Council 
as “Christians who, believing the Bible, stand for 
the historic Christian faith, the preservation and 
establishment of true churches.” On the other 
hand, he presents the World Council as “those 
calling themselves Christian, together with many 
true believers who are confused or deceived—all of 
whom have turned aside to an inclusivist church 
with various gospels.” 


Mr. McIntire has become well known for his 
efforts to combat modernism on the contemporary 
religious scene. Probably he has become equally 
well known for his hasty generalizations and pre- 
mature judgments, not the least of which occurs 
in this book, when he places our own Dr. Wm. C. 
Robinson among those “many true believers who 
are confused or deceived.” There is no justification 
for a blunder such as this on the part of Mr. 
McIntire. In his zeal to combat apostasy, he has 
overstepped his bounds in this particular case. 


In spite of its imperfections—and what book is 
perfect save the Book of Books?—tthis volume does 
contain a considerable amount of data which should 
be of vital concern to every Bible-believing 
Southern Presbyterian who is opposed to ecclesias- 
tical mergers which would tend to compromise our 
Christian faith. —Newton P. Cox, Jr. 





“The Disciplines of Life.’”” By V. Raymond Ed- 
man, Ph.D. Published by Van Kampen Press, 222 
East Willow Street, Wheaton, Ill. Price $2.00. All 
of us need more power. Power comes through 
discipline. This is the basic thought in these chapel 
talks by the beloved President of Wheaton College. 


Dr. Edman recognizes ours as an undisciplined 
age. The discipline of the home, the schoolroom 
and above all the discipline of divine grace are 
being ignored and classified as obsolete. He holds 
that rugged strength of Christian character can 
come only through the discipline of spirit, mind, 
body, and society. 


This meaty little volume discusses thirty-one 
disciplines we encounter in life. Each is dealt with 
Scripturally, clearly, and realistically. Although 
prepared principally for young people, these mes- 
sages will meet the needs of all ages. It is a 
pleasure to commend such a book that is warmly 
devotional and sincerely evangelical. It will bring 
comfort and strength to all who read it as well as 
serve as an antidote for those who are hypnotized 
with the popular notion of “self-expression.” 


— John R. Richardson. 





“Walk In The Light.’”’ By Mildred Corell Luck- 
hardt. Published by Association Press, New York, 
N. Y. Price $2.50. New Testament stories for boys 
and girls. These stories show how people in many 
parts of the world have been affected by the light 
of the Gospel. Although this book is interesting in 
presentation, it is not as clear-cut in its evangelical! 
emphasis as we would like to see it. 





Instruction In Faith (1537). By John Calvin. 
Translated and edited by Paul T. Fuhrmann. Pub- 
lished by The Westminster Press, Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. Most stu- 
dents of the Reformation know that Calvin wrote 
a short treatise entitled Instruction In Faith. To 
the English reader, however, who knows Calvin 
chiefly by repute, the book will come as something 
of a surprise. What one ordinarily supposed to be 
the Calvin characteristics are here almost entirely 
lacking! So to speak, Calvin had not yet become a 
Calvinist when he wrote this treatise. 


The book appeared in 1537, the second year of 
Calvin’s epochal ministry in Geneva. In common 
with a small group of French intellectuals he had 
felt the force of the Luther movement, although in 
his own way. He was hardly out of Romanism be- 
fore he began to help others by throwing into 
simple form his new understanding of the Chris- 
tian faith. The Instruction of 1537 reflects these 
earlier efforts. More significantly still, it presents 
the very essence of The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. Calvin’s first, and relatively short, edition 
of the Institutes appeared in 1536. Instruction In 
Faith presented to the common people the sub- 
stance of these Institutes, both as already written, 
and as they were to be enlarged, elaborated, and 
even “dogmatized” in later successive editions. 
The Instruction is the text of which the later 
Institutes are the sermon—and often the labored 
sermon. 


The metaphor indicates the differences, besides 
that of length, in the two writings. The general 
movement of the thought is the same in both. There 
is the same emphasis on the intuitive knowledge of 
God, on God’s glory as the true end of human life; 
on man’s loss of freedom through sin; on the rela- 
tion of Law and Grace; on the apprehension of 
Christ through faith alone; and the duties and priv- 
ileges of the Christian man. The long expositions 
in the Institutes of the Ten Commandments, the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, are all here 
in brief. And yet, with almost the sole exception of 
the two paragraphs on Election and Predestination 
($13), there is hardly anything in the Instruction 
to which any enlightened Protestant could not as- 
sent. This is pure Christian doctrine — “the sin- 
cere milk of the Word,” and utterly simple state- 
ment of evangelical truth. Herein is the value of 
the book for our time and the publisher’s sufficient 
vindication. 

Dr. Fuhrmann, who is Head of the Department 
of History of Christianity at Gammon Theological 
Seminary, has done his work with painstaking care. 
He has used both the French and Latin editions of 
the text, and has appended some 250 linguistic and 
explanatory “Notes.” His translation has strikingly 
captured the original; only very occasionally does 
his determination to be loyal to the text betray him 
into obscurity (as, e.g. on Page 39 at Note 91). A 
small circle of admirers have long known his compe- 
tence in the field of Reformation literature. One 
predicts that their number will be greatly aug- 
mented by this evidence of his linguistic, historical 
and theological powers. —Edwin Lewis. 
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“False Churches And How They Got That Way.” 
By J. E. L. Winecoff. Published by Meadow Pub- 
lishing Company, Boston 15, Mass. Price $2.00. “No 
man,” says the author, “can resent important Chis- 
tian truth, or play indifferent to it, or leave it out 

f the opinions he makes for himself, and yet make 
his ealling and election sure.”’ This book, although 
mostly imaginative, made up largely of imaginary 
gatherings of Satan and his demons, shows amazing 
nsight into the subtle workings of the Evil One in 
the contemporary scene. The contents of this vol- 
ime should be of particular concern to anyone who 
s striving not only to maintain purity of doctrine 
n our churches but also to guard our churches 
from entangling alliances -with the various forms 
of liberalism and modernism that are creeping into 
many of our Protestant denominations. 


The author has put vital truth above even the 
finest literary skill. He has endeavored to move 
readers to think out things for themselves—to go 
into the depth of true Christianity and be on guard 
against deceivers. His imaginations have been 
prompted by the Holy Scriptures, history, and 
world events. 


The object of this book is to move people to 
credible suppositions as to how evil spirits are 
surely working through human individuals and 
certain churches against all true human interests, 
to keep the world ignorant and wicked. 


In order to combat the workings of the Evil One, 
a person must be informed concerning the methods 
and devices which he employs; and to this end the 
book accomplishes its purpose quite effectively. 


—Newton P. Cox, Jr. 





“The Prophecy of Daniel.’’ By Edward J. Young, 
Ph.D. Published by William B. Eerdman’s Publish- 
ng Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $4.50. 
Dr. Edward J. Young is not a stranger to the 
readers of The Southern Presbyterian Journal. For 
a number of months his scholarly and reverent 
introductions to the books of the Old Testament 
were carried in The Journal. Dr. Young is one of 
the leading Old Testament scholars in America. He 
inderstands the positions of the higher critics and 
is able to meet their attacks upon the conservative 
view of the Bible with great skill and wide scholar- 
ship. 


This commentary on the Prophecy of Daniel is 
designed to serve the needs not only of the minister 
and trained student but also of the average 
educated reader of the Bible. It aims to present a 
clear and positive exposition of the prophecy. 


The introductory section of the commentary 
defends the traditional position that the Book of 
Daniel was written by Daniel himself. Dr. Young 
points out that in the second portion of the book, 
Daniel is named as the one who received the 
revelations and he also speaks in the first person. 
Daniel is commended to preserve the book in which 
the words are found. He also calls to our attention 
that the entire book is obviously the work of one 
writer; and, if Daniel is named as the one who 
received certain of the revelations, it follows that 
he must be the author of the entire book. He sub- 
mits a number of reasons why we must believe that 
the book is a unit. Furthermore, Dr. Young rightly 
Stresses the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ ex- 


BIBLE STORYTIME 


RECORDS 
FOR CHILDREN 







Full-color 
Unbreakable 


Vol. No. 4 


2 NEW VOLUMES 


Standard now offers 2 new volumes of best- 


loved Bible stories on full-color picture 
records! Child size, child appeal; Old and New 
Testament; reverent; with sound effects. 
Disks unbreakable; 7-inch size. Fine gift for 
home, Sunday school. Four volumes now 
available; 3 records, 6 stories each volume. 


Buy all 4 volumes at your book store. De- 
scriptive folder on request. 


Each Volume. including Fed. Tax $1.05 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 








plicitly speaks of Daniel, the prophet, as having 
foretold the abomination of desolation (Matthew 
24:15). He writes: “In other passages also our Lord 
refers to the prophecies of Daniel and thus in- 
directly approves their genuineness. Moreover, we 
are reminded that the book reflects the background 
of the Babylonian and Persian empire. The his- 
torical objections that have been offered are not 
sufficient to overthrow this fact.” 


As to the date of the book, Dr. Young affirms: 
“There is nothing in the language of the book 
which would in itself preclude authorship in the 
sixth century, B.C.” In making this statement the 
author is aware that part of the Book of Daniel 
was written in Aramaic, but he says that even if it 
could be conclusively demonstrated that the Ara- 
maic of our Bibles was from the third century, 
B.C., this would not preclude authorship by Daniel 
in the sixth century; “for the present Aramaic may 
very well have been copied from the original and 
later orthography introduced. However, it is not 
necessary to make such an assumption. Recent dis- 
coveries may require that many preconceived no- 
tions as to the characteristics of the Aramaic lan- 
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guage will have to be modified.” Some years ago 
Dr. Pusey wrote: “The Book of Daniel is especially 
fitted to be a battleground between faith and un- 
belief. It admits of no halfway measures. It is 
either divine or an imposture.” Dr. Young takes 
the side of the ecumenical church in respect to the 
authorship and date of Daniel. 


Although Dr. Young does not claim to solve all 
of the difficulties connected with the Book of 
Daniel, he has conclusively shown that there are 
fewer difficulties involved in the case if we accept 
Daniel as the revelation of God. Any student who 
reads this book with an open mind will have a 
greater confidence in the Word of God and many 
new insights as to the proper interpretation of this 
difficult prophecy. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Baptism.” By J. Rice Williams, M.D. Order di- 
rectly from Dr. J. Rice Williams, Houston, Miss. 
Price $1.00. It is unusual to find a physician who 
is willing to take time out from his practice to 
study one of the doctrines of our Church. Dr. Wil- 
liams, who is an elder in the Presbyterian Church 
of Houston, Miss., recently published this little book 
of 92 pages after spending much time in the study 
of this subject. 

The author introduces this subject by stating 
that there is a pattern shown in the Bible for 
everything that man is required to do, “and by the 
same token He gave us a pattern for baptism.”’ He 
informs us that this pattern was well-defined and 
carefully practiced by the priesthood by sprinkling 
for nearly 1500 years under the name of “puri- 
fying.”’ He affirms: “The pattern shows definitely 
that the purifying of the Old Testament is called 
baptism in the New Testament. An unbiased study 
of the Bible should enable any Christian to see the 
‘pattern’ for water baptism. No definite verbal de- 
scriptive pattern for immersion is written in the 
Bible. A definite verbal descriptive pattern for 
sprinkling is written in the Bible.” 


Dr. Williams acknowledges that there is a wide 
difference of opinion among Christian people as to 
the scriptural mode of baptism. He recognizes that 
there are in each school of thought good people, 
earnest Bible students, who are anxious to follow 
the scriptural mode. He believes that the different 
opinions seem to result from a lack of agreement 
as to what water baptism typifies or pictures. No 
agreement, he maintains, can ever be reached until 
all can agree on what baptism signifies. The author 
is convinced that sprinkling represents the regener- 
ating work of the Holy Ghost. It sets forth to the 
world that the person baptized is really alive spir- 
itually. Because of this, the author emphasizes the 
fact that “Baptism is a picture of life, new life, 
and not a picture of death at all or in any sense.” 

This book should be helpful to all who are con- 
fused on this subject. It could be used to a fine ad- 
vantage in young people’s groups. We heartily re- 
commend this little volume to all who desire to 
know more about the Presbyterian view of the 
Sacrament of Baptism. —John R. Richardson. 
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DOES GOD ANSWER 
PRAYER? 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


‘“‘We recommend a study of this book, It not 
only instructs. It enlarges the vision of the 
one who reads it. Here is Scriptural truth, 
reality and purpose forged into everyday liv- 
ing.” —Christian Observer. 


PRICE $1.00 POSTPAID 


Sent free with two new yearly subscriptions 
for The Southern Presbyterian Journal at 
$1.50 each. 


Will send the book together with one new 
subscription for $2.00 total. 


Will send the book together with one renewal 
subscription for $2.25. 
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Pocket Bible Handbook 

By Halley 
An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorts of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 

ORDER FROM 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 





THE INSPIRATION AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE 


By Benjamin B. Warfield 
PRICE $3.75 


This volume contains the principal articles by 
the late Dr. Warfield in defense of the full 
trustworthiness of the Bible plus an introduc- 
tion by an outstanding scholar written in the 
light of the development in philosophy and 
theology since Dr. Warfield’s death. 


LINTIII 
e ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





Nov. 1, 1949 





COLO SLL LOLOL OLLLOODDODDD DLL DOD OPD 





9S SS SSS OOO LS SLL L LL OL OL LDL L LLLP LLOLDDDODL ODD 


3 








Lot 
che 
th, 
iv- 


ons 
at 


wal 


2 
CLLOLLDLLLDLL LLL LL LOL LEE ee 


ss of 
‘acts 
1any 

ar- 


| 


soe 
‘sh tent DD DODD ODIDOBODI DI GO GD OOSe 


re] 


es by 
2 ful! 
oduc- 
n the 
yr and 


Q 
9 


| 








Nov. 1, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








Page 31 





ry 








FOR PROMPT SERVICE 
Order Your Books From 


Che Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Books Now IN Stock By 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN 
God Transcendent And Other 


Sermons $2.50 
What Is Christianity? $3.00 
The Christian Faith In The 

Modern World $3.00 
What Is Faith? $3.00 
Christianity And Liberalism $2.50 
The Christian View Of Man $3.00 
The Origin Of Paul's Religion $3.00 


BEAUTIFUL New EDITIONS OF 
IMPORTANT CLASSICS 


Bernard's Progress Of Doctrine $1.75 
Booth's Reign Of Grace $2.50 
Calvin's Calvinism (Trans. Cole) $3.50 
Calvin's Institutes (Two Vol.) $9.00 
Conybeare & Howson’s Life And 

Epistles Of St. Paul $5.00 
Edersheim's Life And Times 

Of Jesus (Two Vols.) $6.50 
Hodge's Outline Of Theology $5.00 
Schatf's History Of The Christian 

Church (Eight Vols.) $45.00 


ESPECIALLY For CHILDREN 


The Child's Story Bible (Vos) $3.95 
(Beautiful New Edition— 
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Edition 
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—HOME MISSIONS --- 





Aere 6s the Opportunity... 


e NEW COMMUNITIES ARE DEVELOPING 


e HUNDREDS OF YOUNG ADULT HOMES ARE 
BEING ESTABLISHED 


e THOUSANDS OF YOUNG CHILDREN ARE 
NOT RECEIVING CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION 





THE CHURCH MUST BE READY TO MINISTER! 


Learn of the NEED 
Study the Home Mission Book 
Find out where the Church money is being invested 





Pray that God's Spirit will bring a vision 


| The Church United in the Program of Progress ‘| 


=< SS 
A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME TO INVEST YOUR RESOURCES 


in 


ASSEMBLY‘S HOME MISSIONS 


















OCT. 30 - NOV.6...$580,000 NEEDED 


Every Member Praying and Giving to Meet the Program of Progress Goal 











LET‘’S ALL SHARE 





IN THE WORK! 








